


FROM THE HEADTEACHER

FOREWORD
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I wrote last year in The Williamsonian that 
last academic year was a year like no other. 
Unfortunately, this year has been rather too much 

like the last. We, like the rest of society, have tried 
to work through our challenges and provide for each 
other and our students to the very best of our abilit ies. 
Through this, I have once again been enormously 
proud of everyone related to the school for the way 
that they have managed themselves. Through parental 
support of testing and online lessons, through pupil 
participation in one-way systems and mask wearing, 
through to teachers regularly delivering their full 
curriculum via live online lessons, the year has seen 
amazing efforts by all concerned. 

Of course, we have tried to live up to the normal 
expectations we would have of ourselves where 
possible. About 150 students have participated in 
sporting fixtures against other schools’, not a bad 
number in the circumstances. Whilst some House 
competitions have fallen by the wayside this year, 
rugby for example, we have been able to do more in 
other areas. In hockey for example we had the first 
ever ‘B’ team House tournament. Some music lessons 
have been able to continue but unfortunately no 
performances have been possible. We are delighted 
that LAMDA exams could take place and our students 
did phenomenal work in this area with nothing less 
than a merit at any level. 

However, beyond the co-curricular and the delivery 
of lessons themselves, it is probably our values 
that more than anything else have shone forth this 
year. We talk to new students of Ambition, Courtesy, 
Acceptance, Respect, Politeness, Determination, 
Self-Discipline and Cooperation. These aspects of 
school and life have never been more clearly in focus 
or more important and I would hope through the very 
challenging year our youngsters and staff have faced 
that they feel they have embodied these ideas. I 
certainly feel that they have and I am very proud of 
them all. 
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  STAFF         NOTES
Headteacher: Mr. E. Hodges   
Deputy Headteacher: Mr. C. Morris 
Chairman of Governors: Mr. S. Brightman

Assistant Headteachers:    
Dr. I. Karam    
Mrs. H. Dennis    
Mr. K. J. Bailey    
Mrs. R. Breach

Head of Lower School:    
Mrs. G. Manchaud-Green   
Deputy Heads of Lower School:   
Miss. K. Cook    
Miss. N. Keyes     
Mr. P. Williams   
Pastoral Support Officer:    
Mrs. S. Huxted

Head of Middle School:    
Mr. D. Coate    
Deputy Heads of Middle School:                   
Mr. B. Ward (Sep-Apr)                     
Mr. S. Pepper    
Mr. J. C. Townsend (May-Pres)  
Pastoral Support Assistant:  
Mrs. K. Ross

Head of Sixth Form:    
Mr. K. J. Bailey    
Deputy Heads of Sixth Form:  
Mr. A. Milne    
Mr. C. Loizou    
6th Form student services:    
Mrs. F. Jennings

Head of SENCO:    
Mrs. H. Dennis    
Deputy Heads of SENCO:    
Mrs. A. Parker     
Mr. C. Alderman (Jan-Pres)   
     
Heads of Department:   
Art: Mr. E. Stewart & Mrs. E. Morton 
Biology: Miss. A. Wallace   
Chemistry: Mr. M. Barley  
Classics: Miss. S. Harrison   

Computing: Mr. C. Loizou     
Design & Technology: Mr. D. Robson  
Drama: Mrs. J. Shand   
Economics: Mrs. R. Breach   
English: Miss. M. Holland                                                                             
French: Ms. A. Gibson  
Geography: Mrs. E. Cullis                   
History: Mr. C. Nicholson   
Life Skills: Mrs. L. Humphries  
Mathematics: Mr. N. Daniels   
Music: Mrs. F. Graham   
Physical Education: Mr. S. Downes  
Physics: Mr. A. Worthy   
Politics: Dr. A. Bidmead  
Psychology: Mr. M. Tricker   
Spanish: Mrs. D. Bowes-Read 

Heads of House:    
Bridge: Mr. S. J. Marsden   
Castle: Mr. C. Alderman   
Gordon: Mr. C. Arnold   
Pitt: Mr. J. C. Townsend (Sep-May)  
Pitt: Mr. R. J. Turley (Jun-Pres)  
River: Miss. C. Hindson  
Thetford: Miss. J. Miller    
Tower: Miss. R. E. Robson

PA to the Headteacher:   
Mrs. S. Rose 
PA to the Deputy Headtecher:  
Mrs. C. Pullies

Office Manager:    
Mrs. N. O’Boyle     
Site Team Manager:   
Mr. D. Filmer    
Finance Manager:   
Mrs. D. Knapp     
Business Manager:   
Mrs. S. Thomas  
Data Manager:   
Mrs. N. Mason     
Examinations Officer:   
Mrs. N. Parham
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The dedication and hard work of staff has enabled students past and present to enjoy a 
wonderful standard of education. In recognition of their efforts, we celebrate the following 

members on reaching a significant milestone in their time here at the Math. 

The following members of staff have completed their 20th academic year here at the Math: 
Mr M. Barley, Mr S. Downes, Mr E. Hodges, Mrs S. Huxted, Mr C. Morris, Mr D. Robson

The following members of staff have completed their 15th academic year here at the Math: 
Mrs F. Jennings, Mrs C. Pullies

The following members of staff have completed their 10th academic year here at the Math: 
Mrs E. Cullis, Mr B. Ward

The following members of staff have completed their 5th academic year here at the Math: 
Mr R. Baldwin, Miss H. Dhillon, Mrs R. Fashion, Miss C. Hindson, Mrs E. Hill, Miss J. Miller, Miss 

N. Parham, Mr J. C. Townsend
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School Captain: M. Fankah
Deputy School Captains: M. Archer, S. Roarty

Senior Prefects: C. Adewumi, M. Dhillon
L. Fowle, O. Reeves, J. Saunders, A. Yesilmen

General Prefects (Dec ‘20):
T. Adewumi, J. Aggarwal, C. Beard, L. Browne, M. Edwards, S. Englefield, B. Gosha, A. Greening, F. 
Humphries, M. Hussey, P. Ijaduola, O. Jeffery, E. Johns, T. Kadir, D. Kopij, T. Kosefobamu, J. Lintorn, M. 
Longuet, J. Malhi, J. Michacz, S. Moses, D. Ogunade, O. Onadeko, A. Oyesola, T. Parry, C. Pike, M. Pullinger, 

G. Robinson Boutin, D. Sanmuganathan, L. Spiropoulos, S. Ward

(May ‘21) M. Ezieshi-Morah, C. Flannery, E. Hicklin, D. Holliday-Baldock, D. Millar, D. Oke, O. Pratt, A. Sheikh

The Watts Exhibition Prizes: At the start of this academic year, we saw five students begin their journey at 
Oxford and Cambridge. Pupils who attend Oxbridge receive the Watts Exhibition Prize. Their names are put 

onto the board in the school hall. Below is a list of the recipients for 2020:

Aditi Agarwal (Castle) - New College, University of Oxford - Mathematics
Aaron Aggarwal (Pitt) - Christ Church, University of Oxford - Economics and Management

James Friend (Thetford) - Hughes Hall, University of Cambridge - HSPS
Mark Robinson (Castle) - St John’s College, University of Cambridge - Economics

The Sharad Gandhi Prize: At Prize-Giving one former student who went on to study Medicine or Dentistry is 
awarded The Sharad Gandhi Prize, below lists the recipient for this academic year:

Haydn Cooper (Castle) - University of Leicester - Medicine MBChB
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SCHOOL        NOTES
Subject Prefects (Sep ‘20): 

Art:    
H. Ditch   
K. Olumakin  
R. Stanislaus  
C. Thanapalan  
E. Ugbekile

Biology:    
G. Benny    
L. Camber   
C. Flannery   
E. Islam   
T. Jarosz   
F. Jolaoso  
G. Kumar    
M. Longuet  
D. Masanovets   
M. Newick   
M. Odeleye   
D. Sagbasan   
A. Thomas   
R. Vashist    
O. Youdeowei

Chemistry:   
A. Baughan   
B. Gosha    
J. Jojo    
N. Mutchabi   
O. Pratt    
D. Sanmuganathan   
A. Sheikh    
L. Silk    
J. Yedhego   
I. Zubair

Design & Technology: 
T. Alexander  
R. Bennett  
O. Flinn   
B. Simmonds

Economics:   
D. Holliday-Baldock   
D. Khraud   

J. Malhi    
S. Ward    
I. Zubair

English:    
D. Mallen    
T. Nair    
C. Pike    
A. Thoomkuzhy

French:    
J. Hoyte   
H. Sibley

Geography:   
E. Coughlan   
J. Ferguson   
D. Franklin   
S. Latter    
S. Moses

History:   
R. Kaler    
N. Saunders

Mathematics:  
T. Alexander  
R. Ashar   
A. Baughan  
A. Beniston  
E. Bromley  
S. Englefield  
L. Fisher   
B. Gbajumo  
P. Ijaduola  
K. Kanthaverl  
D. Kopij   
T. Kosefobamu  
A. Mahmood  
J. Malhi   
G. Mann   
DH. Masoud  
DL. Masoud  
I. Melamud  
D. Millar   
L. Mount   
D. Oke   

T. Parry   
J. Singh   
R. Vashisht

Music:   
A. Beniston  
L. Fisher   
M. McGrath  
M. Pullinger

Physical Education: 
C. Beard   
L. Browne  
W. Hick   
E. Hicklin   
F. Humphries  
J. Mason   
J. Michacz  
S. Yorke

Politics:   
M. Eboda   
G. Robinson Boutin

Psychology:  
D. Akinwumi  
M. Eades

Spanish:   
A. Eldridge  
D. Flood   
D. Hodges  
M. Love   
A. Oyesola  
O. Rashkov  
R. Stanislaus  
J. Wells
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We may have just emerged from a worldwide 
pandemic, but the school’s passion for the 
exploration of the beauty of the biology is very 
much alive. Over the course of the academic 
year, scientific investigations and practicals have 
prevailed even through the difficult circumstances 
across all year groups. The images and particular 
investigations displayed are only just hints of the 
depth of exploration biologists across the school 
have delved into this year. 

Year 13:  Specialised stains have been used to 
observe vascular bundles in plant stems under 
a microscope in order to enhance detail of the 
specimen, and to also help to be able to distinguish 
between different areas of the vascular bundle, as 
shown below.

Year 12: Heart dissections and fish gill 
dissections have been carried out in order to 
attain detailed observations of some of the 
complex and fascinating internal structures of fish 
and mammals. The image below is of a dissected 

lamb heart. 

Year 11: Models have been constructed in order 
to demonstrate how the kidneys operate in order 
to carry out the complex process of blood filtration. 

Year 10: All core practicals have gone ahead. 
This term involved working aseptically to observe 
antibiotic efficacy. 

Year 9: Studying a forensics topic whereby 
students are analysing fingerprints and 
handwriting styles. 

KS3 practicals have been demonstrations mostly, 
but in Year 9 we have also been getting them 
to test reaction times before and after drinking 
caffeine. 

Mason Longuet 12Gordon 
Biology Prefect  
General Prefect

BIOLOGY
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COVID-19’s effect on greenhouse gas 
emissions.   
Business closures. Travel restrictions. Working 
and learning from home. They all have one thing 
in common… COVID-19.  Since the lockdown on 
March 23rd 2020, carbon emissions in the UK 
have dropped by 10.7% as compared to 2019. 
Total greenhouse gas emissions have fallen by 
almost 9% with the driving force leading to this 
being the subsequent lock downs.

The energy sector saw a 11.9% reduction in 
emissions due to less fossil fuels being burnt. With 
fewer people driving around and more people 
staying at home there was a decline in both diesel 
and petrol demand; therefore, greenhouse gas 
emissions caused by cars and other modes of 
transport decreased.

The airline industry also slowed almost to a 
standstill, with fewer people travelling to red listed 
countries such as India, South Africa, and Brazil. 
This reduced particulate, nitrogen oxide, and 
carbon dioxide emissions at high altitude.  Many 
scientists are linking these changes to the much 
colder night-time temperatures in Europe and 
North America.

A dwindle in consumption saw coal demand fall 
by 7.1 million tonnes, an 11% reduction compared 
to 2019.  In 2020 two coal-fired power stations 
closed leaving 4 plants remaining in the UK. 
However, in 2021 there are currently 3 active 
plants still operating.  Countries such as Germany 
are also recognising that their reliance on coal 

must change to reduce their emissions profile.

We witnessed an increase in renewable sources 
of energy with 80% of this coming from offshore 
wind farms. This increase led to 43% of total 
energy generation coming from renewable 
sources.

Also linking to renewables, the UK also saw a rise 
in the sales of all-electric vehicles over the past 
year with an impressive 6.6% of all car sales being 
zero emission which is an increase from 1.6% in 
2019. However, price remains a steep barrier for 
sales whether it be due to charging infrastructure 
or the cars itself.

Now as for plans for the future: The UK plans to 
toughen targets on greenhouse gas emissions for 
the next 15 years, most notably carbon dioxide 
levels to be cut by 78% by 2035, a significantly 
more ambitious target than the previous one 
of 68% by 2030. So, what does this mean for 
us? Cleaner and fresher air with a reduced 
effect on climate change and global warming, 
balanced by increased cost of vehicles and the 
cost of infrastructure improvements, especially 
vehicle charging points.  Furthermore, a switch 
in overseas political influence from protecting 
oil sources to asserting pressure to secure 
lithium supplies essential to the production of 
rechargeable chemical cells.

Brendan Gosha 12Castle 
Chemistry Prefect   
General Prefect

CHEMiSTRY
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We in the Classics department thought it would 
be interesting to have a look at some of the 
pandemics faced by some ancient civilizations, 
and thought the Plague of Athens would be 
particularly appropriate for this year’s edition 
considering the current global climate. 

This plague arrived on Athenian shores in 
429 CE, during the second year of the bloody 
Peloponnesian War, eventually lost by Athens 
at the hands of the great Sparta. Historians 
have long argued over the disease behind this 
plague, which eventually claimed between 
75,000 and 100,000 people: one quarter of the 
entire population of Athens. Unfortunately, due 
to the potential that the plague was caused by a 
disease that no longer exists, and the possibility 
that the disease’s profile itself may have changed 
overtime, we may never discover the true nature 
of the Athenian plague. Although, based upon 
incredible similarities in symptoms with recent 
outbreaks in Africa, as well as the fact that the 
Athenian plague itself apparently came from 
Africa, Ebola or a related viral haemorrhagic fever 
have been considered as causes of this plague 
– a fascinating potential tie between ancient 
civilizations and our own. 

A particularly interesting artefact we have used 
was ‘The History of the Peloponnesian War’ by 
Thucydides, a 5th century historian who had 
contracted the disease himself. He describes the 

complete hysteria at this time: people ignoring 
every rule and law, believing that they were living 
on a death sentence anyway; most gruesomely he 
accounts the piling up of dead bodies, abandoned 
as people tried to avoid contracting the disease 
as well as the isolation of those who were ill as 
people desperately avoided infection themselves; 
the temples filled with the dead and dying as 
people prayed to Apollo himself for life, believing 
the disease was evidence that the god supported 
Sparta over their native Athens. This eventually 
led to a huge societal breakdown in structure, and 
a loss of power for Athens as a whole, from which 
it never recovered, being defeated by Sparta and 
losing great power in Ancient Greece. 

Another incredible finding by modern science from 
the plague is ‘Myrtis’; this being the name given 
to an 11-year-old ancient Athenian girl whose 
remains were discovered by archaeologists at 
a mass grave in Greece in 1994. With Myrtis, 
the first ever reconstruction of an Ancient Greek 
layperson took place. This discovery was 
particularly important in helping us understand the 
appearance of Athenians from near two and a half 
millennia ago.     

classical



COMPUTING
Computer science, especially at The Math is an 
incredibly rewarding subject which is especially 
hard work but arguably one of the most enjoyable 
subjects that the Math has to offer.  Currently we 
have 3 computing teachers, Mr Loizou (Head of 
Computing), Mr Sandman, and Mr Corriea. Each 
being exceptional teachers in their own right. 
From Year 7 onwards, they throw you straight 
into the deep end with you gaining your first bit 
of programming experience on Kodu, which is 
great fun whilst slowly easing you into the world 
of programming.  Then in Year 8, we move onto 
slightly more advanced programming. The BBC 
micro-bit is your first real look at what more 
advanced programming is, whilst simultaneously 
learning the theory surrounding computing. This 
makes the theory lessons as interesting as the 
practical lessons.  We learn everything from 
ethical and legal issues to networks and all about 
the computer.

How did the department adapt to COVID? 
Obviously, these conditions were far from ideal 
but all of our teachers certainly did their absolute 
best to ensure we had the best level of education 
possible.  They engaged with us as students with 
interactive tasks and this shows their dedication 
to our learning, something I’m sure computing 
students across the school are all extremely 
grateful for.

Ultimately computing is a subject where you enjoy 
learning more and more because there are so 
many possibilities and opportunities which come 
with this subject as well as some amazing career 
prospects too.

Max Hussey 12Tower  
General Prefect 

11

As is clear, the Plague of Athens caused great 
damage, and had massive repercussions for 
greater society as a whole. Perhaps, therefore, 
we may consider ourselves lucky, with new 
science and technology, as well as a global effort 
to guide us out of the current pandemic. Plagues 
such as this act as grim reminders that it perhaps 
was not so easy for the civilisations before us.

Jai Aggarwal 12Pitt 
General Prefect

civilisation
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LAMDA, also known as The London Academy 
of Music and Dramatic Art, is a world renowned 
qualification that offers awards in communication 
and performance. It helps to inspire the next 
generation of confident communicators through 
examinations in drama, literature and poetry. 

I started my LAMDA experience in Year 12, where 
I took the Grade 8 Public Speaking qualification. 
As it was the highest grade, it meant UCAS points 
were available. If a distinction is achieved at this 
level, you gain 30 UCAS points. This is very 
useful for applying to a university, as it allows for 
lowered grade requirements in some but not all 
universities.

We were given 8 months, with our exam being 
on May 1st 2021, to construct and present two, 
4 minute speeches, one being a political speech, 
and the other being of any chosen topic; you 
must provide a visual aid for at least one of these 
speeches. I decided to do my political speech 
on North Korea, and the illuminati as my speech 
of any chosen topic. Theory and an Impromptu 
speech made up the rest of the exam. For the 
impromptu, you are given 3 random topics, and 
you are to pick one of them. You have 15 minutes 
to prepare a 1-4 minute speech, and the target 
audience must be stated throughout all speeches. 
You have one 20-40 minute lesson per week; this 
is where you will write your speeches, practice 
impromptu and learn theory.

I really enjoyed what the experience LAMDA 
had to offer. I would highly recommend it to any 
student or parent who thinks they or their child 
will benefit from the qualification. After completing 
the qualification, and achieving a distinction, 
my public speaking skills have improved. It also 
looks great on your CV, which is in fact, an added 
bonus! 

SJWMS 2020-21 LAMDA Results:  
Grade 8 Public Speaking: 6 Distinctions   
Grade 7 Public Speaking: 1 Merit 

Grade 6 Public Speaking: 1 Distinctions
Grade 6 Speaking of Verse & Prose: 3 
Distinctions 1 Merit 
Grade 6 Acting: 4 Distinctions 1 Merit 
Grade 5 Public Speaking: 2 Distinctions 2 Merits 
Grade 5 Speaking of Verse & Prose: 1 
Distinctions 
Grade 5 Acting: 3 Distinctions 1 Merit 
Grade 4 Public Speaking: 2 Distinctions 3 Merits 
Grade 4 Speaking of Verse & Prose: 1 
Distinctions 
Grade 4 Acting: 2 Distinctions 
Grade 3 Public Speaking: 2 Distinctions 
Grade 3 Speaking of Verse & Prose: 1 Merit 
Grade 3 Acting: 7 Distinctions 1 Merit

Overall, despite the COVID challenges these 
students faced, this year has been very 
successful. We achieved 34 distinctions, and 
11 merits, which is absolutely phenomenal! I 
would like to personally congratulate everyone 
who took part in the LAMDA qualification this 
year. I would also like to give a huge thanks to 
Ms. Chamberlain, the LAMDA coordinator, for 
believing in us and pushing us to our full potential. 
With your guidance, we were able to achieve 
these outstanding results! 

As well as outstanding LAMDA results, the 
following students have been rewarded for their 
commitment to the department during 2020-21:

Full School Colours: Jonathan Saunders 13Th. 
Half School Colours: Kartigeyan Kanthaverl 
12Go, Adam Greaves-Neal 11Ri, George Morris 
11Ri & Tate Patten 11Pi.

Service Ties: Samuel Atkinson 11Go, Oliver 
Bennett 10Th, Lucas Carlyon 10Br, Joseph 
Cornelius 10Th, Darragh Skerritt 10Ca, Henri 
Yaxley 10Th.

Samuel Moses 12Thetford 
General Prefect   
Geography Prefect

drama
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ECOnOMICS

Economics Prefects 2020-21. (L-R): Dylan 
Khraud 12To, Simon Ward 12Ca, Darcy Holliday-
Baldock 12To, Jeevan Malhi 12Go, Imran 
Zubair 12Ca.     
     
Examination Outcomes   
As ever, the Economics department at The Math 
is flourishing. In terms of A-Level exam success, 
47.8% of grades were at A*/A in 2018 and an 
amazing 21% of students in 2019 achieved 
an A*. Many of last year’s students went on to 
study Economics related degrees at university, 
with one student now studying Economics at 
Cambridge, and another studying Economics 
and Management at Oxford. Other destinations 
include LSE and UCL. 

2021 IEA Conference   
In March 2021, the Economics department 
organised a Year 12 conference on “The 
Economics of the Future” which was run by the 
Institute of Economics Affairs (IEA). The IEA is the 
UK’s original free-market think-tank, founded in 
1955. Their mission is to improve understanding 
of the fundamental institutions of a free society 
by analysing and expounding the role of markets 
in solving economic and social problems. We 
were lucky enough to have experts in the field 
(including Phillip Booth, Julian Jessop, and Steve 
Davies) discuss with us many topics ranging from 
quantitative easing to the economics behind the 
football industry. It was a great insight, supporting 
us with our understanding of Economics, as well 
as providing us with some ideas related to future 
employment opportunities! 

COVID and Economics   
The COVID-19 pandemic has had long-lasting, 
damaging effects on the economy, especially in 
relation to the labour market. The Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme was the UK Government’s 
response to this. It was applied from 1 March 
2020 and is due to finish at the end of September 
2021.

The scheme provides grants to employers so 
they can retain and continue to pay staff during 
coronavirus related lockdowns, by furloughing 
employees at 80% of their wages. By midnight 
on 14 April 2021, 11.5 million employee jobs had 
been furloughed through the Government’s job 
retention scheme, at a cost of £61.3 billion. In 
A-Level Economics, the idea of Opportunity Cost 
is referred to very frequently and this concept 
most definitely applies to the Furlough Scheme. 
Although the government can borrow a lot and the 
Central Bank can print money, they do not have 
unlimited spending power. On average nearly £5 
billion a month has been spent on the furlough 
scheme - a very high cost. By contrast, those 
receiving universal credit are getting as little as 
£344 a month. Therefore, using the Economic 
concept of opportunity cost, it can be argued that 
the government could be increasing allowances 
for universal credit or rolling out a universal basic 
income. This can be a fairer way to minimise 
poverty than putting roughly £5bn a month into 
the current furlough scheme. 

Jeevan Malhi 12Gordon 
Economics Prefect   
Mathematics Prefect  
General Prefect
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In the past year, literature has been focused on 
promoting social justice and raising awareness 
to the social issues which have garnered more 
support during the pandemic. Recent literature 
has supported social movements such as Black 
Lives Matter or highlighting the issue of violence 
against women as seen through the Sarah 
Everard vigil in the UK. Novels such as ‘The 
hate U give’ focus on the issue of police brutality, 
promoting the causes of the BLM movement and 
criticising institutional racism in the police force. 

Novels such as ‘The office of historical correction’ 
have shone a light on topics of race, culture and 
history. Another recently published novel that is 
widely discussed is “Why I am No Longer Talking 
to White People About Race” which discusses 
the experiences of a black university student and 
addresses those who refuse to acknowledge the 
existence of institutionalised racism in British 
society. Literature has also raised awareness 
to issues of sexism and the feminist movement. 
‘My Dark Vanessa’ is a novel which focuses on 
the Me-Too movement from the perspective of 
a victim being brave enough to speak out about 
their traumatic experiences of sexual assault. It 
also exposes the problematic ways society reacts 
to allegations of sexual assault in the age of the 
internet and social media. 

In our SJWMS English department we have 
continued studying these complex issues of 
social justice. In A level we study ‘The Handmaid’s 
Tale’ which highlights misogyny, sexism, and the 
patriarchy in society. Atwood depicts a ‘worst 

case’ scenario dystopian society where gender 
inequality is not dealt with and is exacerbated. 
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ has been increasingly 
relevant in recent times where women have been 
empowered to speak out about their experiences 
of sexual assault in the social media age. Another 
novel we study is ‘Beloved’, which is a novel 
exploring the roots of institutional racism in 
America linked back to slavery. It tells a story of 
racism and horrific discrimination from the human 
perspective of the victim as was Morrison’s 
original aim whilst writing the novel.  

The Creative Writing Inter-House competition 
on protest has allowed our students to further 
explore the issue of protest in different social 
contexts such as class, feminism, and racial 
inequality. Pupils from all year groups have 
been given the opportunity to demonstrate their 
talent as writers and express their opinions of 
protesting as a democratic feature of our society 
and the nature of protests, particularly in relation 
to social justice. We congratulate the winners of 
the competition; Winston Simpeh 7Pi, Christian 
Jackson 10Ca and Giselle Robinson Boutin 12Th 
on their outstanding pieces of work.

Anna Thoomkuzhy 12Bridge 
English Prefect

ENGLISH
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Tourism in France

It comes as no surprise that France is the world’s 
leading tourist destination. From its iconic 19th 
century Eiffel Tower, the plethora of famous 
art galleries such as Le Louvre, the alluring 
nature of its architecture, the splendour that is 
Versailles, and the astounding cathedral of Notre 
Dame that gathers 13 million tourists per year. 
The tourist attractions encompass all human 
civilisation through the abundance of regions 
present in the country: from the Celtic roots of 
Brittany, the Viking origins of Normandy and 
the Roman remains of Provence in the South. 
Moreover, the geographical attributes of France 
mustn’t be underestimated – spanning from Mont 
Blanc, the highest Mountain of the Alps in the 
region of Auvergne, to the French Riviera or the 
Côte d’Azur in places like Nice. The astounding 
gastronomy that sits on the list of UNESCO goes 
unnoticed too – is it the snails, the frog legs, or 
the visits to the patisseries that you would like to 
try first? We are inevitably faced with the fact that 
French tourism is timeless. France’s diversity is 

a clear reason for its usual accumulation of 200 
million tourists per year, resulting in a contribution 
of almost 10% of the country’s entire GDP.  
Therefore, we can expect that the impact France 
has felt by COVID-19 towards tourism has been 
like no other…

Unfortunately, France has been hit pretty hard by 
the virus in the last year. With one of the world’s 
strictest lockdown’s and the infamous 6pm curfew, 
it’s no secret why France lost 103 billion euros 
from tourism in 2020, as calculated by the World 
Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC). As we go 
into the Summer and lockdown restrictions begin 
to ease, it is a question of whether France can 
regain its original touristic value this year-round. 

The main reason why this topic is so fundamental 
to discuss, derives for my passion for the 
language. Without the ability to fly out to France, 
experiencing such a rich culture and beautiful 
language is proven an impossible task – everyone 
knows the best way to learn a language is to 
physically fly out to the destination. 

Ognyan Rashkov 12Tower 

FRENCH
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Like all, the geography department has faced 
many challenges over the past academic year 
due to the government restrictions and national 
lockdowns. However, both students and teachers 
have remained extremely focused and resilient 
throughout this period, adapting to each situation.

Despite a large amount of their first year 
being spent working remotely, the Year 7s 
have remained engaged and produced some 
outstanding work on the topics they have studied. 
An example of this was in Term 5 when they were 
asked to create websites informing people on the 
importance of living sustainably, focusing on food, 
water and energy and all work was completed 
using their chrome books. 

This years’ Inters and Seniors also had to adapt 
their learning as the ability to go on field trips 
was limited and so experiences and coursework 
were temporary delayed. However, the Year 
13s were still able to safely complete field work 
in both rural and urban locations, providing the 
necessary evidence for their coursework in 
which they achieved remarkably high grades. As 
well as this, the current Year 12s were able to 
complete all data collection at Recolver, Camber 
Sands and Ebbsfleet Garden City. During their 
two coastal visits, they created beach profiles 
using the department’s new equipment such as 
ranging poles and clinometers which allowed 
the most accurate results and will advance their 
coursework. The day was completed with a 
friendly game of football on the sand followed by 

an ice cream before heading back to the coach. 

Although the visit to Stratford was not available 
due to both travel and safety limitations, the 
school still provided a trip to Ebbsfleet which not 
only provided all necessary information but also 
allowed students to see the regeneration schemes 
on a local level, increasing their personal interests 
and legitimacy of their final evaluations. The 
image shows Year 12 viewing the new residential 
areas such as Castle Hill and Ebbsfleet Green. 

Overall, the students have shown excellent 
perseverance but it could not have been possible 
to achieve what we have without the constant 
support and guidance of all the geography 
teachers. A huge thank you goes out to them 
and all the hard work they have put in online, in 
person and for all the extra time spent ensuring 
we received the best opportunities and resources 
possible. 

Sophie Latter 12Thetford 
Geography Prefect

GEOGRAPHY
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The Ever-changing Political Landscape.

Politics as a subject is ever evolving and changes 
on a day to day basis, creating an exciting and 
dynamic subject to study. On the 6th May 2021, a 
variety of elections took place across England and 
the devolved bodies to allow the public to vote on 
a number of representatives- from Mayors, Police 
Crime Commissioners, devolved Parliaments, 
MPs and local councillors. The wide array of 
elections was amalgamated after the Coronavirus 
Act of 2020 postponed some elections last year. In 
some cases, the results were shocking and have 
been indicators and confirmations of predictions 
over the changing political map in the UK. 
Traditionally, Labour has held the North East of 
England, notoriously the “red wall” but in the 2019 
General Election however, the Conservatives 
made gains in the area, with many Labour 
supporters hoping this was a blip in response 
to Labour’s hazy stand point on the Brexit 
dilemma. After a recent by-election in Hartlepool, 
traditionally a Labour stronghold in the North, the 
seat was won by the Conservatives for the first 
time since the 1960s. The 16% swing towards 
the Tories suggests that the Conservative’s links 
to the North are only strengthening, whilst the 
Northern constituents feel misaligned with new 
Labour policies. In other areas, Labour performed 
well however, in Mayoral elections specifically 
with 11 of the 13 Mayors nationally being affiliated 
with Labour, suggesting increasing support in 
more southerly urban constituencies. Highlighting 
how ever-changing movements of demographics 
and political affiliations begin to diverge from what 

pollsters and parties predict.

Even more in the last year, politics affects our 
daily lives in a variety of ways, allowing the public 
to question the level of power in which elected 
officials possess and the vast impact in which 
their decisions have upon our lives. The recent 
Dyson and Greensill scandal have brought such 
questions into the limelight with the Government’s 
credibility and legitimacy under scrutiny.

Politics at the Math explores not only the political 
parties and the policies in which they wish to 
implement, but the principles of democracy, the 
ideologies that underpin policy and the way in 
which people perceive and reject such concepts. 
The handful of examples mentioned today are 
just some examples from the past two weeks, 
testament to the dynamic nature of politics and 
it’s ever changing landscape in the UK.

Giselle Robinson Boutin 12Thetford 
Politics Prefect   
General Prefect

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
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The coronavirus pandemic has undoubtedly 
affected all of our lives in a variety of ways. As 
it has been such a significant part of life for the 
last year or so, we felt that drawing a comparison 
between the ‘cultural revolution experienced in 
Germany after a time of great hardship in WWI’, 
and a possible similar situation here, 100 years 
later, would make an interesting and engaging 
article. 

After WWI, the people of Weimar Germany gained 
a new sense of perspective due to the suffering 
the country had endured, and this manifested 
itself in the form of a cultural revolution. People 
saw a change in the way their roles within society 
were defined, particularly women - they were able 
to go out and express themselves through fashion 
much more freely than before. Linked to the 
developments in style and social trends was the 
changes to arts and cinema during the early 20s. 
Matter-of-fact, realistic depictions of life became 
commonplace, and films began to explore new 
ideas not seen before in German culture, like time 
travel and horror. Finally, Germans themselves 
experienced significant developments of their 
rights and social freedoms. Women were 
granted much more personal liberties during this 
period, and movements like Dada, described as 
‘war against war’, took hold in Weimar society. 
Although primarily an artistic movement, it had 
explicit political overtones as creatives sought to 
express their displeasure at the course the country 
had taken. This is perhaps the clearest parallel 
that can be drawn between the Weimar era and 
the modern day, but each of these examples can 

clearly be linked to possible situations that could 
arise subsequent to the pandemic. 

In many ways post-pandemic life may have 
similarities to that of post- World War I Germany 
and the cultural revolution that they experienced 
as a result of the end of the war. Experiencing a 
global pandemic can be compared to a war as we 
are fighting an invisible enemy much like you fight 
an enemy in a war. Once the pandemic ends, we 
may find ourselves experiencing the same level 
of relief that was felt after the end of World War I. 
We may even find ourselves in another situation 
much like the roaring 20s. It could even be said 
that our cultural revolution is already happening 
before the pandemic has even ended. As a 
result of the pandemic, we now wear face masks 
which for some has become a fashion accessory, 
designed in many different styles and colours, 
with even designer brands creating their own 
fashion masks. This can be compared to how the 
fashions changed in post- World War I Germany 
with the creation of the “flapper” style.

The Golden Era had a reputation for decadence 
which may not be solely the case for post 
pandemic Britain as it could be said that in 21st 
century Britain there is more of rave culture which 
is not quite decadence. Some of us have already 
got a taste for what post pandemic life may be like 
as there was a test run of what raves and night 

clubs would look like post pandemic which did not 
look too different to what it was like before. In the 
golden era they experienced a new found liberation 

HISTORY
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which often manifested itself into revolutionary 
movements, much like the golden era globally 
we have experienced something very similar. The 
Black Lives Matter movement being an example; 
protests were held globally and people stood 
together with a cause and specifically in Britain it 
led to some different protests and demonstrations 
being held. The protests in Britain and the removal 
of statues of slave traders during these protests 
subsequently, forced people to acknowledge 
the cloud of institutionalised racism in Britain. 
Without the pandemic people may not have spent 
long enough thinking about these matters and 
we may not be experiencing the same cultural 
revolution that we currently are. Therefore, post 
pandemic life may be seen to be more inclusive 
and culturally sensitive due to the revolution that 
we are currently experiencing, this is similar to 

that of cultural movements like Dada that were 
present during the Golden Era. The Golden Era 
is considered a more artistic movement with 
political overtones whereas the revolution we 
may experience after the pandemic may be more 
overtly political. Therefore, much like how women 
experienced more rights and liberties, minority 
groups may experience the same thing.

Overall, the cultural revolution we may experience 
may and will have similarities to that of the one 
post world war however, it may not be cloaked 
with the element of art and decadence. It will be a 
politically raw and uncuffed situation. 

Roshini Kaler 12Thetford   
Noah Saunders 12Thetford 
History Prefects

Math School Recollections details the memoirs 
of former students from early 1900 until the 

1950s. Originally published in 1987, this republication 
is designed to reach a wider audience and allow 
pupils, past and present, to reminisce on the school’s 
history. Throughout the book, former pupils provide 
snapshots of their time at the Math, giving insight into 
every aspect of school life in a thoroughly enjoyable 
way. 

There are a number of fascinating recollections, 
from fireworks being set off to a Headmaster 

accidentally starting fires in school! The ever-
entertaining Gilbert and Sullivan operas are 
mentioned time and time again; a clear indication of 
the profound way in which an education at the Math 
has helped shape generations of young men.

I t is hoped that this republication will set the 
bedrock for a second edition, allowing former 

pupils from the latter half of the 20th century to pay 
tribute to the work of the school in their own unique 
way. 100% of proceeds generated from the sale of 
the book will be reinvested in the school community, 

with some being used to help create the second 
edition which will further immortalise the legacy of the 
Math for future generations. The book is available for 
purchase on Amazon under the title of “Math School 
Recollections”. ISBN-13 Number: 9798738767715

Jonathan Saunders 13Thetford 
Senior Prefect     
Deputy House Captain
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As we approach the end of yet another academic 
year at the Math, albeit a seemingly everlasting 
one, we would firstly like to thank the students 
for maintaining a positive mindset towards online 
learning. It has undoubtedly been a tough year 
for everyone, however, the swift transition to 
platforms such as Google Classroom and Google 
Meet has allowed smooth teacher-student 
interaction to continue.

The 2020-21 academic year, despite the 
disruption, has yet again been a successful one 
for the Maths department. We settled into the new 
high-tech Mathematics block; each class being 
equipped with both smart boards and whiteboards 
to allow teachers to clearly display thorough 
working and ensure the students fully grasp 
the concepts underpinned by the question. The 
Maths block has also been home to the Year 13 
students, who were able to use the study rooms 

during their free periods and maximise revision 
time in school. 

The Mathematics department would also like to 
extend their gratitude towards the Mathematics 
Prefects who have done a fantastic job in assisting 
teachers during the lunchtime intervention 
sessions held by Mr Daniels every Wednesday. 
Their efforts during the period of home learning 
ensured that each student received necessary 
support. The Maths Prefects have also been 
key in keeping resources ready for teachers and 
boards up-to-date with the latest maths-related 
news and information.

This academic year, some of our best performing 
Mathematics students took part in the UK 
Mathematics Challenge. This was an opportunity 
for them to earn a certificate in a prestigious 
national mathematics competition.

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Prefects 2020-21 
Back row (L-R): Leah Mount 12Pi, Theo Alexander 12Th, Philemon Ijaduola 12Th, Toju Kosefobamu 
12Th, David Millar 12Th, Abdullah Mahmood 12Pi, Thomas Parry 12Pi, Sami Englefield 12Ca, Daanyal 

Masoud 12Ca, Dorian Kopij 12To, Gurnoor Mann 12Br, Annabel Beniston 12Pi. 
Front row (L-R): Ethan Bromley 12Th, Amisha Baughan 12Ca, Radhika Vashisht 12Go, Dominion Oke 
12Ca, Daanish Masoud 12Pi, Rahul Ashar 12Pi, Isaac Melamud 12Ca, Jeevan Malhi 12Go, Jay Singh 

12Br, Kartigeyan Kanthaverl 12Br, Benedict Gbajumo 12Br. Abscent: Leo Fisher 12Ca.
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In the Senior competition, 57 of our students 
achieved certificates. Notable performances came 
from Davide Hoxhaj 13Go and Radhika Vashisht 
12Go who achieved the prestigious Gold Award. In 
the Intermediate competition, 112 of our students 
achieved certificates including 13 who achieved 
the Gold Award. Best in Year performances came 
from Matthew Saunders 11Th, Joseph Cornelius 
10Th and Angad Bains 9Go. More recently, in the 
Junior competition, the school achieved excellent 
results with over 110 students achieving a Bronze, 
Silver or Gold certificate. Congratulations to 
Arishan Narenthirathev 7Ri and Honore Nubi 8Go 
who achieved the highest score in their respective 
year group.

As well as the success in the UKMT Maths 
Challenge, some Year 13 students have received 

offers from top Russell Group universities to study 
Maths at degree level. Rebekah Bryant 13To in 
particular, received an offer from Cambridge 
University to study Maths - a very competitive 
course by nature - and the teachers would like to 
congratulate her on her achievements throughout 
her time at the Math.

As ever, with the continued support of the 
Mathematics department and Mathematics 
Prefects, we are certain that there is more 
success to come in the next academic year and 
thereafter.

Sami Englefield 12Castle 
Mathematics Prefect  
General Prefect 

PHYsics
Although the year has been challenging due to the 
disruption of COVID-19, the Physics department 
have continued to work hard. The results from 
Summer 2020 have shown true determination 
from the students with 40% of grades at A*/A and 
66% of grades at A* - B. Along with these fantastic 
grades, many students have started physics 
related degrees at the top universities such 
as Mechanical and Civil Engineering at Bath, 
General Engineering at Durham and Biochemical 
Engineering at Southampton. 

Within the current Physics cohort we have all 
adapted to online learning and while faced 
with difficulties, both the teachers and the 
students have improvised and adapted to 
ensure successful learning. Online learning has 
consisted of live lessons, online tests and for the 
Sciences, online practicals. After returning back 
to school, all students continued their hard work 
and determination whilst revising for mocks and 

mini tests which counted towards our final grades. 
We have also been carrying out the rest of our 
practicals to pass the practical endorsement. We 
are still carrying out our Physics Prefect duties 
which entail mentoring the younger years in all 
sciences at lunch times.

Looking into the future, many of our current 
physicians are also interested in taking their 
physics studies further. Taking physics for A-Level 
has opened new pathways for the future for our 
students, some of whom have been offered places 
at university for a variety of types of engineering 
and others will be moving onto physics related 
apprenticeships. Now, the Year 13s are preparing 
for their next steps and the Year 12s are continuing 
to learn whilst studying hard for their exams.

Amelie Lines 13Gordon 
Deputy House Captain
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The Music Department has been eerily quiet 
this year, with empty practice rooms, absence 
of organised groups, cancellations of concerts 
(including House Music) and the strict COVID-19 
rules meaning even singing was prohibited.

Across the world, the pandemic has been putting 
immense strain on music and arts professions. 
Physical sales, which make up a quarter of 
recorded music revenues, are down by about 
one third due to the closing of retail stores. 
Many artists have been delaying releases 
to later in the year due to the inability to use 
tours to promote new albums, and live music 
in general has been dramatically affected. An 
extensive list of major concerts and events have 
been cancelled. Evidence also shows that the 
way people listen to music is changing. Major 
streaming service Spotify has found a change in 
consumers’ routines, saying that daily habits are 
now reflective of weekend consumption, as well 
as relaxing genres rising in popularity. The ban on 
large scale gatherings has cut the industry’s total 
revenue in half and is estimated to have cost the 
industry more than $10 billion in sponsorships.

Here at The Math, MU1 was refurbished in the 
October half term, creating an amazing new 
space for SJWMS’s young musicians to explore 
and share their compositional abilities. The Year 
10 GCSE class began a composition project at 
the beginning of this month, where they will be 
working with a local composer on a variety of 
creative methods of musical writing. They will also 
be working with Calvin Beadle, the guitar teacher, 
to work on ensemble skills that they will be able to 
apply to future concerts, whenever that may be.

One thing coronavirus was not able to stop, was 
our musicians dedication and diligence to their 
instruments and practice, with many of them 
sitting grade examinations throughout the year. 

Congratulations to:    
Grade 8: Stephanie Roarty 13To (Flute, Merit) & 

Jonathan Saunders 13Th (Piano, Merit)

Grade 7: Holly Exley 13To (Violin, Merit)

Grade 5: Ben Carney 13To (Rock Guitar, 
Distinction) 

Grade 4: Krish Mudalagiri 9To (Acoustics Guitar, 
Distinction) & Barnabus Turpin 9Th (Trumpet, 
Merit)

Grade 3: Thomas Fry 11Pi (Rock Guitar, 
Distinction) & Daniel Wotton 8Pi (Flute, Pass)

Grade 2: Zain Ahmed 9Br (Acoustic Guitar, 
Distinction) & Liam Murphy 10Pi (Acoustic Guitar, 
Merit)

Grade 1: Nico Prior 8Pi (Ukulele, Distinction) & 
Louie Onochie 8Th (Drums, Distinction)

Thank you to Mrs Graham, who has worked 
tirelessly throughout the year to lead the 
department through the difficult year; we are all 
looking forward to returning to a sense of normality 
in the music department and hoping that next year 
most groups will be able to resume!

Stephanie Roarty 13Tower   
Deputy School Captain

MUSIC
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I believe that in the Psychology department this 
year overall it has been excellent. When I first 
joined in September, I didn’t know what to expect 
but psychology has exceeded my expectations. 
From September we were looking at memory 
with Miss Halls, and with Mr Tricker we were 
looking at attachment, which are both fascinating 
topics to study. We looked at cognitive interviews 
used for by the police and the Harlow’s monkey 
experiments. Content such as this is something 
none of us have ever come across before in our 
learning and overall everyone did really well. 

Our class atmosphere has been amazing, as 
we continued to dive deeper into the psychology 
course we started to realise that psychology 
links with everyday life as we know it. My 
favourite experiment was Zimbardo’s Prison 
experiment and I know many other students 
found it interesting too. Bradley Baker 12To says 
“Zimbardo’s experiment was the most interesting 
because it was very real and actually very scary 
for the participants but it has shaped and helped 
psychology develop”. 

We then hit the ground running by starting the 16 
markers, the most daunting of them all. However, 
even though there was nervousness, thanks 
to the teachers we conquered how to plan and 
write a 16 marker and now students have become 
Pros. Samuel Milligan 12Br in our recent in 
class assessment on “depression and cognitive 
approaches” achieved an amazing 16/16 on his 
16 marker, a massive well done to him. 

When the second lockdown struck us as students 
didn’t know what to expect. However, Mr Tricker 
and Miss Halls supported us all of the way. A 
massive thank you must go to the two teachers 
who made sure every student was still getting 
good grades whist working from home. In addition, 
a massive well done must go to all the Year 12 and 
Year 13 students who had to adapt with studying 
at home. I know how tough it is to find motivation 
on some days however we made it and being 
back to the school environment really motivated 
us to work even harder than ever before. We had 
to make sure everything was back on track from 
our exam folders being extra tidy and sorted to 
our folders for the course being organised and in 
sections. 

Thanks to the help from Mr Tricker and Miss Halls 
we were able to tackle our Year 12 Mocks and 
Year 13s for their mini exams before they depart 
from the school. Remember “A failure is not 
always a mistake, it may be the best one can do 
under the circumstances. The real mistake is to 
stop trying” B.F Skinner. 

I want to just say a massive thank you on behalf 
of every psychology student to Miss Halls and 
Mr Tricker for making our psychology classes so 
enjoyable and helping us during the uncertain 
times.

Mia Eades 12Tower 
Psychology Prefect

PSYCHOLOGY
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The Armenian Genocide
In December 1948, the UN Convention on Genocide 
describes “genocide” as carrying out acts intended 
“to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, 
racial or religious group”. Arguably the very first, but 
unfortunately not the last, example of genocide in 
the 20th century was the Armenian genocide.
 
This describes the mass killings of Armenians by the 
Ottoman Turks from 1915 to 1917. The death toll 
and even the appropriateness of the term genocide 
is disputed, with Armenians believing it to be 1.5 
million people, while the Turkish estimate around 
300,000.      

It is important to understand why these terrible 
events occurred, something which is still a significant 
source of tension and debate in our own time. The 
Armenians were one of many minority groups living 
within the Ottoman Empire, distinguished by their 
religion, customs and heritage. Notably tensions 
between Turks and Armenians developed during 
WWI as the Ottoman Empire began to deteriorate 
and further charged by the possibility of Armenia 
becoming independent. The Young Turks, in 
power in Turkey, first pressed for the deportation 
of Armenians on the grounds they represented a 
5th column (an undermining group) who were in 
favour of the Ottoman Empire’s Russian foe. Fear of 
defeat prompted a drive to find enemies within and 
generated an extreme reaction against “the other”. 

Events began on the 24th April 1915, when 50 
Armenian intellectuals and community leaders 
were arrested; and would later be executed. The 
Armenians were publicly blamed for the defeats 
the Ottomans suffered and in response, some 
Armenians took up arms in self-defence and 
joined the advancing Russian Army. These actions 
only reinforced Ottoman claims of distrust, even 

the many loyal Armenians fighting for the Turks 
were disarmed and imprisoned in concentration 
camps. This discrimination was later expanded to 
Armenian civilians. Whilst being force marched to 
concentration camps many innocent civilians would 
ultimately perish in the desert due to malnutrition, 
disease, dehydration and exposure. In conjunction 
with the deportations, systematic killings occurred, 
with the horrific images of piled bodies in fields being 
commonplace within the province of Armenia.  

The ensuing events has left a lasting impact on 
the region to this day. In the trials that followed 
the killings no Ottoman perpetrators were held 
accountable for the events that had occurred. 
Even in the present-day Turkey denies the events 
represented a genocide. However, 20 countries 
do classify the events as a genocide and while 
other states such as the US and UK use different 
terminology, there is general acceptance that the 
Armenians were deliberately targeted on the basis 
of their ethnic identity as part of a deliberate attempt 
to wipe out their community. The continued political 
controversy around the event reflects how complex 
this subject is and consequently how important it is 
to study and understand the events that occurred.

Preceding the centenary of the events, Pope 
Francis commented that the events in Armenia were 
“the first genocide of the 20th Century”. The legacy 
following the killing of Armenians can possibly be 
seen to have had far more reaching consequences, 
reflected by Hitler’s later comment: 

“Who, after all, speaks today of the annihilation 
of the Armenians?” in 1939. This alone highlights 
the importance of efforts to investigate genocides 
and crimes against humanity, as well as the need 
to hold perpetrators to account for their crimes. 
Raphael Lemkin, the pioneer of efforts to establish 

Rochester
Remembers
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internationally upheld laws against genocide, 
was himself inspired by the lack of action in the 
international community following the genocide – 
could the guilty really go unpunished for such a 
crime?

Ultimately the deportations and killings of 
Armenians acted as history’s warning of events 
to come, as the latter half of the 20th Century 
saw genocides in: The Holocaust, Rwanda, 
and Bosnia to name just a few. The Holocaust 
introduced the word “genocide” into our language 
in 1948; but maybe at the time, it was not the first; 
and tragically on present reflection not the last, 
genocide in modern history. 

Samuel Burge 13Pitt 
Deputy House Captain

The Language of Genocide
All of us can agree that genocides do not happen 
by accident. They are pre-conceived. They are 
calculated. They are planned. Today, it will be 
explored how language is a precursor to genocide 
and in particular, how dehumanising language 
ensures that a population is indoctrinated to not 
only accept genocide, but to aid its occurrence. 
 
Psychologists agree that it is very difficult to kill 
another human being up close in cold blood or 
to inflict atrocities on them. The language that 
precedes a genocide must ensure that the future 
victims of this genocide are no longer presented 
as human, but rather as sub-human. Starting with 
the Holocaust, the Nazis employed extensive 
propaganda to ensure the Jews were on longer 
seen as equals to the “Aryan Race”. The Jews 
were described as Untermensch, or sub-humans, 
but they didn’t mean they were like sub-humans. 
They meant they were literally subhuman. 

This pattern of dehumanising language was 
also present in the lead-up to the genocide 
committed by the Turks against Armenians, where 
Armenians were “dangerous microbes.” The 
government used this phrase in order to present it 
as a doctor’s duty to eliminate them. It seems that 
before physical violence can be brought against 
the victims, the government must first corrupt the 
minds of those who will carry out the violence. 

Indeed, this pattern is further replicated during the 
Rwandan genocide where the Hutu majority used 

a popular radio station to continually refer to the 
minority Tutsi tribal members as “cockroaches”. 
As support for this characterisation grew among 
Hutus, it essentially stripped away any moral 
obligation to see Tutsis as fellow humans. They 
were presented as “vermin that needed to be 
eradicated”.

Thinking sets the agenda for action, and thinking 
of humans as less than human paves the way for 
atrocity. In all the examples given, the perpetrators 
were explicit about the status of their victims. They 
were sub-humans and as such were excluded 
from the system of moral rights and obligations 
that bind humankind together. 

We must not see genocide as a standalone action, 
but rather as the culmination of years of extensive 
indoctrination and planning. Although not all 
dehumanising language results in genocide, it 
is undeniable that an attack through language 
upon others that is designed to erode their status 
as a human being, is dangerous and should be 
impermissible. 

Even today, when Donald Trump describes 
Baltimore, a US city, as a “disgusting, rat and 
rodent infested mess” where “no human being” 
would want to live, it sets a climate in which 
dehumanising language is normalised. Such 
language creates an unnecessary undercurrent 
of hostility which validates the possibility of future 
violence and further polarises a country already 
in crisis. 

In a society that is becoming increasingly sensitive 
to the use of words, it is even more important 
now that language is used to build relationships, 
strengthen bonds and create an atmosphere of 
respect, rather than a climate of hostility which 
breeds violence. The Chief Prosecutor of the 
1946 Nuremberg Doctors’ Trial summed up the 
result of the destructive language in a sobering 
way. He said that “to their murderers, these 
wretched people were not individuals at all. They 
came in wholesale lots and were treated worse 
than animals”. Please do not forget how pivotal 
language can be.   

Jonathan Saunders 13Thetford 
Senior Prefect    
Deputy House Captain
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Since my arrival here at the Math and the journey 
I have taken in studying Spanish at this school, I 
have covered a wide variety of topics. One topic 
I have been particularly interested in is “festivals 
in Spain”. Festivals have been a tradition in 
Spain for hundreds of years. An example being 
“La Tomatina”. “La Tomatina” is a festival that 
is primarily celebrated in the Valencian town of 
Buñol, it consists of essentially a huge food fight 
only using tomatoes as your defence. This event 
would roll on every year around the end of august 
time. Sadly however, “La Tomatina” has just 
been cancelled for the second year in a row due 
to COVID-19, this is a big blow to the event, as 
thousands of people travel to Buñol every year in 
order to experience this fantastic event. There are 
many other topics to learn on the Spanish course 
here at the Math such as; tourism, Spain during 
the dictatorship and media. Since September, we 
have started studying an authentic Spanish play 
“Bodas de Sangre” written by Federico García 
Lorca, one of the most influential Spanish writers 
in the 1930s. It is a thrilling tale of a love triangle, 
family divide, hate and catastrophe. In addition. 
the film “Mar Adentro” of which stars Spanish 
phenomenon “Javier Bardem” as “Ramón”, a 
quadriplegic of whom campaigns for euthanasia 
due to his paralysis. The film is extremely moving, 
but powerful in the messages it delivers.

A key part of Spanish that we have missed out 
on due to COVID-19 is the trips and our links to 
Erasmus. In the 2018-19 school year there were 
2 trips to Spain. The first was an exchange trip 
where Spanish students came and spent a week

with one of our students in October; in March 
of 2019 our students went to the south of Spain 
and stayed with their Spanish counterparts who 
came earlier in the school year. It was truly a great 
experience as we were able to go to school with 
them, go sightseeing and really get a taste for 
their culture.

As we were hit with our 2nd and 3rd lockdown 
towards the backend of 2020, times were bound 
to be tough. However, I must give my sincere 
thanks to the Spanish department, of whom 
have consistently made sure to engage every 
student throughout and continue to expand our 
knowledge.

As the Year 12 end of year mocks started to loom 
over us, I can confidently say that the Spanish 
department went above and beyond to prepare 
us for these exams. Every individual student is 
also given regular 1-to-1 sessions with this year’s 
native Spanish speaker, Señora Pantoja-Garcia, 
who works extremely hard in improving students’ 
Spanish speaking, a component that takes up 
25% of the final exam. To finalise, I must say that 
my experience of Spanish here at the Math has 
always been nothing short of spectacular, there is 
always a feeling that each member of staff in the 
department has a genuine care for every single 
student and wants to help them do the best that 
they can, this for me is one of many reasons why 
I love Spanish at the Math!

Lewis Mackesy 12Tower 
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ROWAN OTTESON 11 PITT



MONTY MARSH 11 CASTLE

FINLEY ALVEY 11 GORDON TOM PIKE 11 CASTLE

TIWATOPE FISHER 11 TOWER DOMINIC FRENCH 11 CASTLE



Head of House:  Mr. S. J. Marsden 
Deputy Head of House: Mr. Sandman 
House Captain: O. J. Reeves 
Deputy House Captains: E. L. 
Brackley, M. Odesanya, T. Tabe 

Despite marking the 103rd anniversary of Bridge 
House and the beginning of the 99th Cock House 
Cup competition, the start of the 2020-21 academic 
year gave a foreboding beginning to a year like no 
other before it as many events were cancelled as 
we began our push to win the Cock House Cup for 
the first time since 2006 and add to our 10 previous 
triumphs.

The year saw a slow start for Bridge with a 7th place 
finish in Year 8 cross country which was followed 
by an improved 2nd place finish from Years 9 and 
10. Stanley Bucknell finished 1st for 7 Bridge. Our 
success continued to the end of the term as Bridge 
achieved 1st, 2nd, and 2nd in table tennis for Years 
8, 9, and 12 respectively and a 1st place finish in 
Year 8.  Off the pitch, in October saw us down in 
4th place in the merit count, despite being 1st in the 
Year 8 count and so the challenge was set of rising 
up to finish 1st in the prestigious Merit Competition. 

The dawn of Term 2 brought an improvement in our 
position in the Merit Competition, up to second place 
and closing the gap on River House, however, on 
the pitch our fortunes were not as high as we saw 
a mixed B team House Hockey performance with 
finishes ranging from 1st to 7th followed by a relatively 
disappointing A team House Hockey performance. 
As the end of Term 2 approached, house events 
became increasingly difficult to organise and carry 
out due to the ever-changing restrictions placed on 
the school and the lack of pupil presence in certain 
year groups as key sporting and academic assets to 
Bridge were forced to self-isolate.
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As Term 3 began we saw the beginning of newly 
tightened restrictions at school, forcing the 
following 2 terms to be relatively empty in terms of 
house events and so stopped our progress in the 
house cup for the foreseeable future. Elsewhere, 
there was a lack of sporting fixtures for the school, 
which was particularly disappointing for those in 
the higher years of Bridge House such as Estelle 
Lanku, the captain of the netball team, and Dylan 
Majara, the captain of the cricket team, who were 
unable to represent the school in their final year 
of school. Nonetheless, there were certainly 
achievements elsewhere for Bridge House 
members to be proud of such as Temi Adewumi 
achieving the role of Senior Prefect and as June 
approached we climbed up to 1st place in the 
merit competition and the competition became 
ours to lose.

As Term 6 began, the final results for many of 
the early house events were announced with 
varying degrees of success, a 4th place finish in 
badminton was bettered by a 2nd place finish in 
cross country and a 1st place finish in table tennis, 
which added to our points tally which would 
become increasingly important as we dropped to 
2nd in the merit count as the school year grew 
closer to an end. As the final term progressed, a 
very disappointing performance in House Chess 
was followed by a slightly more optimistic House 
Mathematics result finishing 4th with 11 points. 
Although these results saw us slip down and out 
of the running for the Cock House Cup. 

Despite the range of setbacks encountered 
throughout the academic year, the performance 
from the House over the year saw us finish in a 
respectable 3rd place overall. The year was full 
of high spirits and a strong group mentality which 
are traditionally attributed to Bridge House and 
left myself and the other House Officials very 
optimistic for the next academic year. Our new 
House Officials who took over last term will lead 
the House and seek to improve our position in the 
Cock House Championship. A huge thank you 
must go to all of the members of the House who 
took part in an event and supported the rest of 
their House in all competitions across the year 
groups.

O. J. Reeves          
House Captain

Head of House:  Mr. C. Alderman 
House Captain: A. W. Yesilmen 
Deputy House Captains: F. A. 
Adeyemi, N. A. Anang, R. G. 
Anderson  

As we entered the 99th year of the Cock House 
Championship, our sights were set on retrieving 
the Cup back from Pitt House after narrowly 
missing out on victory in the previous two years. 
One of our main aims as the new House Officials 
was to spark some enthusiasm into the younger 
years of the House and increase participation 
rates in hope for greater success.  However, this 
proved to be challenging right from the beginning 
of our tenure. 

With Founder’s Day being cancelled and the 2019-
2020 academic year ending rather early due to 
the pandemic, we found ourselves waiting around 
until September when we could officially start our 
roles as Officials. Hesitation ran throughout the 
whole school as we awaited an announcement 
to let us know whether House events would go 
ahead as normal. It was confirmed that a few of 
the traditional events would definitely take place at 
some point during the year. Unfortunately, a slow 
start in Term 1 saw the House finish 7th overall 
in House Cross Country and 5th in House Table 
Tennis. Special mention goes to Oliver Stewart 
9Ca, who had an impeccable solo performance 
in cross country finishing in 1st place in his year 
group. However, things seemed to take a turn for 
the better as we picked up the pace towards the 
end of Term 1. We found our strengths in House 
Debating, in which the Seniors placed in 2nd and 
House Badminton, where we finished in 1st place 
overall. Victories came in Year 7, Year 9, Year 10 
and Year 11. This was an astonishing feat for the 
House as every new day was a time to celebrate 
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as the results came in and we saw Castle sitting 
at the top for 3 days running. 

Term 2 saw the introduction of a new House 
Hockey competition format that includes both an 
A and B team for each form group. The first hurdle 
that we came across was to find enough students 
to represent the House in two teams per form. 
The B team events went ahead in the first couple 
weeks of term but due to the worries associated 
with COVID-19, a number of the A team events 
were postponed and then cancelled. This meant 
that only a few of the events took place which 
most likely favoured us as we had very poor 
performances in the B team hockey. We failed to 
place above 4th in all hockey events with three 
year groups falling into the bottom two places. 
Well done to Year 8 who placed 1st in the A team 
event. 

2021 started with the introduction of the new 
House Fitness Competition which saw students 
compete by measuring the distance they ran, 
walked, cycled or swam during a 4 week period 
of national lockdown. Evidence was submitted 
and a running total was held for each House. 
We sat comfortably in first place throughout the 
whole duration of the event and went on to win by 
way over 150 Km which is a great achievement. 
We finished 4th overall in the Junior competition 
scoring 551 Km, 1st in the Inter competition 
scoring 665 Km and 1st in the Senior competitions 
with a staggering 1349 Km. We smoothly secured 
the win overall and scored over 2565 Km, beating 
Gordon House in 2nd place by 165 Km. Special 
mentions go to Harrison Crick 8Ca, Finn Morley 
10Ca, James Stewart 11Ca, Charlotte Pike 12Ca 
and Samuel Larner 13Ca for their astonishing 
performance in this event. 

Upon the return to school in Term 4, House Art 
and Creative Writing were one of the only events 
able to take place due to the restrictions still in 
place with social distancing. The theme for this 
year was ‘protest’. As expected, we finished in 
1st place overall with some excellent artwork 
on display, especially from Karis Olumakin and 
Charlotte Pike in the Senior competition. House 
Creative Writing was also fairly successful as we 
finished 3rd overall. 

With some outstanding performances in House 

Chess during Term 6, we finished 2nd overall. 
Our Inter and Senior teams placed 1st overall 
in their respective groups, however the Juniors 
unfortunately finished in last place. Following on 
from the previous House Debating competition 
that started at the beginning of the year, the Inters 
and Juniors also had outstanding performances 
both finishing 2nd place. This therefore meant 
that we finished 1st place overall in debating. 
House Mathematics took place throughout the 
year and we saw an overall finish of 3rd place. An 
exciting House Athletics Day replaced our annual 
Founder’s Day but unfortunately Castle fell short 
and finished in last place overall, this put a major 
hurdle in our way as the overall points for the 
Championship were very close and we needed as 
many as possible going into the last events. Again, 
we saw some poor performances in the House 
Hockey B competition and the House Cricket 
competition which saw us finish in 7th place for 
both events. A slightly better performance in 
House Football saw us finish in 6th place. 

An importance of the Merit count was made aware 
across every form, but a lack of performance in 
the lower school meant we were trailing behind for 
the whole year. We found ourselves in 5th place 
and behind 1st by well over 200 merits by the end 
of Term 1. At Christmas, we climbed through the 
standings and sat in 2nd place but were still trailing 
by 250 merits. This was great progress, especially 
from the Lower School forms as initially they were 
falling slightly behind the rest of their year groups. 
As Easter came around we had dropped down 
to 3rd place and sat 100 merits behind Bridge 
who held the lead for the majority of the year. 
After some poor Term 6 performances we were 
relying heavily on a 1st place finish in the Merit 
Count. Things were looking good midterm 6 as we 
were sitting in 1st place until the final Merit Count 
came in on the last day of term. Unfortunately, we 
finished 3rd in the final Merit Count which didn’t 
give us the number of points we needed to lift 
the Cock House Cup. Castle’s future aspirations 
were to be the first house to reach 30 Cock House 
Championship wins and add to our current total of 
26 victories but fell short by way over 150 points. 

Aside from our success in House events, we had 
other news to celebrate back in April of 2020 
when Michael Fankah 13Ca was appointed as the 
new School Captain for 2020-21. He also holds 
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the role as the Rugby First Team Captain. The 
following students from Castle were appointed 
as General Prefects; L. Browne, S. Englefield, B. 
Gosha, D. Oke, C. Pike, D. Sanmuganathan, S. 
Ward. The following students from Castle were 
appointed as Subject Prefects; K. Olumakin (Art), 
A. Baughan (Chemistry), B. Gosha (Chemistry), 
J. Jojo (Chemistry), D. Sanmuganathan 
(Chemistry), I. Zubair (Chemistry), O. Flinn (DT), 
S. Ward (Economics), I. Zubair (Economics), C. 
Pike (English), A. Baughan (Maths), S. Englefield 
(Maths), L. Fisher (Maths), DH. Masoud (Maths), 
I. Melamud (Maths), D. Oke (Maths), L. Fisher 
(Music), L. Browne (PE), M. Love (Spanish).

After a series of written applications and socially 
distanced interviews, myself, Mr Alderman, 
Fridaus Adeyemi, Nii Anang and Reanna 
Anderson had one of the toughest decisions to 
make as a team. We spent numerous days during 
Term 5 trying to decide on a new set of House 
Officials that we thought embodied the values 
of the House and would have the perfect group 
dynamic to be successful. A team that would 
inject some enthusiasm into the House was vital 
and we believe that we have picked the right 
people to carry out this job. We have every belief 
that your new House Captain, Charlotte Pike and 
Deputy House Captains; Isaac Melamud, Isabel 
Nicholson and Karlis Olumakin will be able to 
achieve this. Albeit a bit later than normal, they 
officially took office at the start of Term 6 and I 
wish them the best of luck with the remainder of 
their tenure. Charlotte is the second ever female 
appointed as Castle’s House Captain, exactly a 
decade after M. Angus was appointed in 2011-12. 

“Castle is not just a house, it’s a family”

A. W. Yesilmen 
House Captain   

Head of House: Mr. C. Arnold 
House Captain:  H. O. Abisola            
Deputy House Captains: T. O. 
Ameen, A. Lines, V. Vijayamohan

This year for Gordon House has been full of 
ups and downs, as you can imagine with the 
pandemic. Day to day activities of the House had 
to take an unprecedented approach. The House 
thrived despite the limitations faced. Mr Arnold’s 
second year as the Head of Gordon was by no 
means an easy feat; he continued his positive 
and motivational attitude and extended this to the 
House ensuring we all strive to do the best we 
can. 

September marked the start of Term 1 where we 
began our roles as Officials. The first hurdle we 
had to overcome was House Badminton. Each 
form had to have 4 players ready on the day of 
their event, dressed in the right uniform and ready 
to make Gordon proud. In general, the House 
performed very well and I would like to extend my 
gratitude to all those who took part in the event. 
Years 7, 10 and 12 performed exceptionally well 
placing in the top 2 in their respective year groups 
giving Gordon a strong start to the year. Following 
on from this, the next event quickly came around 
the corner. House Table Tennis required 4 players 
in each year group each pairing up to compete in 
a game of doubles against the other Houses. The 
event as a whole returned mixed results however 
congratulations are in order for the Year 7 and 10 
teams who placed first in their competition. Morale 
was low after the results of the last event but we 
rallied up our troops and prepared them for the 
next event. Cross Country. The Junior and Inter 
running teams did the House proud placing 1st 
and second respectively. Overall the house came 
1st making it the best result so far, this placed a 
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smile on the faces of the officials and myself.  With 
respect to the merit aspect of the competition, 
Gordon was not off to the best start. We came 
at the bottom of the rankings but we kept our 
heads up. Overall this was a commendable start 
to the year despite being faced with unforeseen 
obstacles.

After a well deserved half term break, the success 
of the previous term had to be matched. The next 
challenge ahead of us was House Hockey. The 
event took a different approach than previous 
years. We had to put forward 2 teams per form: 
An A and B team. Our major challenge was finding 
enough representatives in each year group to fill 
both teams. The B team matches proceeded first 
and we did not perform too badly. We placed first 
in Years 7 and 11. The A team matches were to 
commence shortly after, but due to the restrictions 
of the pandemic a few games had to be cancelled. 
Yet again the House did not do too badly as we 
placed 3rd in Years 7 and 10. Overall Terms 2 
followed on from the triumph in Term 1 placing us 
in a good position to take on the rest of the year.

Term 3 brings us into the new year and the 
restrictions of the pandemic only increased. During 
the national lockdown, the school was adamant to 
keep everyone in the best shape possible. As a 
result of this, House Fitness was introduced. It was 
a 4 week long event that anyone could take part 
in, one of the only events that Year 13 were able 
to take part in. The event consisted of walking, 
cycling, swimming or rowing and the distance 
being measured. Each distance measured 
correlates to points gained by the house. We 
started off rocky with minimal interaction from the 
House. It seemed as though we were battling for 
last place. Motivation was provided by Mr Arnold 
and the officials, and I believe this turned the tide 
of the event in our favour as with one week left 
of the event we shot up to third place, narrowly 
missing out on second place by 30 points. Well 
done to everyone that took part in the competition 
and a special appreciation to those in the Junior 
competition for placing first. In addition to this, we 
saw improvement with regards to the merits as we 
jumped from last place to 5th.

House Art and Creative Writing took all the 
attention during Term 4, as they were the only 
events allowed to proceed. This year’s theme was 

‘protest’. Despite the many great ideas from the 
Gordonites, we only managed to place 4th overall 
in Creative Writing and 5th in House Art, Despite 
not placing highly, congratulations are due to 
Harrison Older and Aaron Hallatt for placing 1st in 
the inter creative writing competition.

As we proceeded towards exam season, not 
much transgressed with regards to House events. 
Albeit a few weeks later than normal, what we 
did see was the School appoint its new Senior 
Prefect Team. Ayodeji Oyesola was appointed as 
School Captain, continuing to do the House proud 
alongside his sporting achievements. Mason 
Longuet and Jeevan Malhi were also successful 
in being appointed as Senior Prefects. Next our 
primary objective of this term was to appoint the 
next set of Gordon House Officials. The selection 
process took two parts. The written application 
and the in-person interview. This year was an 
excellent turn out as we saw a record high of 
12 applicants. As much as we were excited 
for the applications, this also made our job that 
much harder. After reading the applications and 
conducting our interviews, we spent a weekend 
deliberating who the next 4 Officials were going 
to be. We finally came to our decision. Mason 
Longuet was appointed as House Captain and 
Daniel Anderson, Olivia Jeffery, and Jeevan Malhi 
were appointed as Deputy House Captains. As for 
the merit count, we dropped back to 6th place and 
just shy of last by 2 merits.

The situation with the pandemic was set to disrupt 
the traditional format of House Athletics for the 
second year in a row. The school was adamant 
on not allowing students to miss out on Founder’s 
Day yet again. So, this year the event took a 
different course which was accommodated by 
the restrictions of the pandemic. Rather than 
the usual Cathedral visit on the first Saturday in 
July, followed by Athletics in the afternoon, House 
Athletics took place on Wednesday 16th June. It 
was also nice that Year 13’s were allowed to come 
back and enjoy the event despite finishing school 
a few weeks prior. Overall, it was a day to enjoy 
and as expected Gordon performed as best as we 
could placing 4th overall. House Chess was the 
next event we had to face. We had to assemble 
Gordon’s brightest to face the event. It was tough 
for us but we pushed through and placed 3rd 
overall. Well done to the Senior team as they 
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placed 2nd in their competition.

As the term progressed, the next event to prepare 
for was House Debating. The overall performance 
was not too encouraging as we placed 5th overall. 
However, we could not allow for a drop-in morale, 
especially being so close to the end of the year. 
House mathematics was up next and this was 
an outstanding performance for the House as 
we placed 2nd overall, with the Inters finishing 
1st. Congratulations are in order for all of those 
that took part. The last event which rolled around 
the corner was House football. House Football 
historically occurs earlier in the year but due to 
COVID restrictions it was pushed back. The 
timing of this didn’t affect our performance at all. 
We arrived and dominated the competition. We 
placed 1st overall, and it was great to see us end 
the year as strong as possible.

Overall, our perseverance throughout the year 
meant that we lifted the Cock House Cup for the 
first time since 2013-14. As victors of the 99th 
Cock House Cup Championship, Gordon has now 
secured 30 wins, a feat far greater than any other 
House. I wish everyone an amazing summer 
break ensuring everyone is well rested and ready 
to defend our title come September.

H. O. Abisola    
House Captain

Head of House: Mr. J. C. Townsend 
House Captain: P. W. Bennett 
Deputy House Captains: S. G. 
Barness, S. R. Burge, T. C. King

As House Captain I could not be prouder of Pitt as 
both a House and a Community. Through such a 
hard year members have shown such commitment 
and determination both inside and outside of 
school to the House as a whole. Such devotion 
is truly rooted within Pitt’s ethos, with William 
Pitt the 1st Earl of Chatham, whom our House is 
named after, strove for victory as Prime Minister 
against France, in the Seven Years War. Although 
we do not face a battle against the French, Pitt 
has continued to show such drive with the recent 
victories under previous House Captains, as the 
phrase ‘Year of the Yellows’ became a slogan 
coined by many in light of our consecutive 
successes. This year such determination was 
continuously challenged and put to the test, as 
COVID brought a plethora of delays to both the 
House events and the House as a whole. It is 
important to note without the support of both the 
Deputy House Captains, Tom King, Sam Burge, 
and Stanley Barness, and our outgoing Head of 
House Mr Townsend, who is a true credit to Pitt 
though his arduous commitment to the House, the 
aforementioned delays, were nothing more than 
a minor setback in our stove to maintain Pitt as a 
great and victorious house. Thus, I cannot begin 
to admit how fortunate I am as a member of Pitt, a 
House that has shaped me from a boy, with such 
a year highlighting, if anything, the true strength 
members have shown in light of challenging 
circumstances, in a bid to secure victory.

Recent successes can be seen with our standings 
amongst House events that took place this year, 
with thanks to the organization of members of staff, 
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of which despite COVID, had gone ahead. During 
Term 1 Pitt followed the success of last year with 
1st place in Senior House Debating. I would like 
to give a special thanks to the hard work of both 
Tristan and Jai, in securing that position. To shake 
up the House system further, House Hockey 
witnessed a completely new layout. During term 
2 House Hockey instead of having the traditional 
first team selected from each group, both an A 
and B team were selected. Not only did this allow 
for further participation but it continued to allow 
members of Pitt to further show commitment in 
sporting events with Year 10 in particular showing 
great strengths, finishing both 4th and 2nd 
across the two teams. Such a change could be 
an exciting addition to the House events, not only 
widening the scale of the events but also allowing 
more members of Pitt in particular to show off their 
skill in areas such as rugby, where they may not 
have been able to do so. 

Terms 5 and 6 boasted a successful end to Pitt’s 
year, with continued favourable positions on House 
events further underlining the strength amongst its 
members.  From more physical activities even into 
the more academic aspects of the House events, 
Pitt continued to show significant strides. This 
can be seen with the 1st place position in House 
Chess of which occurred on the 25th of June, 
as well as House Creative writing on the 9th of 
June, in which we placed 2nd. As House Captain, 
I cannot begin to emphasise the importance of 
academic prowess within Pitt, and have been 
so impressed with the abilities of members of 
Pitt across the different years. Although we may 
appear as a sporting house and have been so 
for some time, academic achievements are an 
essential part of our current ethos, with successes 
driven from such competitions, contributing to our 
overall success in recent years.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
our first ever female House Captain, Erin 
Coughlan, who took office last term. She will be 
working alongside our new Head of House, Mr R 
J Turley, and our new Deputy House Captains; 
Jai Aggarwal, Tristan Nair and Amith Thomas. 
Furthermore, I would also like to congratulate Jai 
and Asher Greening on being appointed as Senior 
Prefects this year.

It is with mixed feelings that I wish both good luck 

and goodbye to Pitt, as my time in such a great 
House has come to an end. My time in Pitt has 
truly shaped who I am today and I could not have 
asked for a more rewarding experience from my 
time in Pitt, across the many sporting events and 
opportunities that were offered to me and the 
people I have formed such a strong connection 
with. I hope all members both young and old 
can continue to personify this determination and 
strength I have seen in so many of you, in hopes 
to continue our success, many years into the 
future despite any challenges we may face. 

May Pitt reign Victorious.

P. W. Bennett 
House Captain
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RIVER

Head of House: Miss. C. Hindson 
House Captain: B. L. Webber 
Deputy House Captains: J. Delyfer, 
E. Nye, C. Elliott

Our appointment during lockdown in 2020 was 
very different from previous years. After our 
socially distanced interviews in Term 6 there 
were none of the usual duties to carry out as 
students were not able to attend school. So, on 
our return in September we were looking forward 
to a fresh start and to hit the ground running. In 
Cross Country, the first event of the year, River 
did well with Year 7 placing 3rd, Year 8 placing 
4th, Year 9 placing 6th and Year 10 placing 1st. 
Senior Debating also took place in this term but 
the quality of the competitors was very high and 
our team was unfortunately eliminated in the 
semi-final. As the term progressed River also 
put in a good effort in the Table Tennis with Year 
7 placing 4th, Year 8 placing 2nd, both Years 9 
and 12 placing 6th and Year 10 placing 3rd. 
Unfortunately, the Year 11 and 13 events did not 
take place due to COVID. We can only wonder 
what our final result would have been if these two-
year groups had had the chance to play. All in all, 
however for the House and the school this was a 
very good start to the year as it was nice to finally 
be back in school socialising and competing in 
events for our Houses where we could.

As we came back in Term 2 there were minimal 
interruptions to our schooling. The ‘Eat Out to 
Help Out’ scheme was encouraging people to 
venture out again, we had gotten used to the year 
group bubbles and the one-way system and parts 
of life felt like they were moving towards some 
sort of normality. Term 2 saw three events take 
place, House Badminton, House Hockey and Inter 
House Debating, with a mixture of successes and 

disappointments across the board. In Badminton 
our Year 7s made us proud by placing 3rd which 
was our best result followed closely by the Year 
11’s who came 4th. All the other years who 
participated unfortunately only managed to grab 
a sixth place. In addition to these lower placings 
our Inter Debating team also finished sixth after 
coming up against some strong competitors and 
tough subject matter, with motions such as the 
worthiness of the BBC, and whether the English 
syllabus is ‘too white’. Amongst the changes to 
events this year was a trial of a new format to 
House Hockey with both A and B team events 
being introduced; a great way of involving many 
more people and making up for some events in 
the calendar that would have to be cancelled due 
to COVID. The B team Hockey results were as 
follows; Years 8 and 9 placing 7th, Year 11 coming 
3rd and Year 7 placing a respectable 2nd however 
our stars of the B team were Year 10 who came 
first! The A team Hockey results were also very 
good with Year 8 and 10 coming second and Year 
7 first, boosting our morale after a slightly rocky 
set of results earlier in the Term. A huge well done 
to everyone who participated and tried their best 
to win in true River fashion.

As Term 2 drew to a close there was a significant 
rise in the number of COVID cases in Medway, 
across Kent and nationally. Some classes were 
sent home to isolate before Christmas and 
lessons had to be streamed Live online for a lot 
of students. The new year and new Term was 
therefore a rather quiet one where events were 
concerned as inevitably the National lockdown 
resumed and students were forced to stay at 
home. The focus on House events over the 
course of this term was therefore reduced and so 
preparation for House Art and Creative Writing took 
over. Students were encouraged to get involved 
in this event by submitting their entries digitally 
during the lockdown so that the final selections 
could be made in preparation for judging in Term 
4. In an attempt to continue another House event 
in some format there was a return of the hugely 
popular House fitness event that had run in July 
2020 Lockdown. The use of virtual form times 
and the House Google Classroom enabled both 
form tutors, our Head of House Miss Hindson 
and ourselves to promote the event from home 
and motivate the whole of River House to get 
involved. Overall House Fitness results were very 
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consistent and we gained 4th place in each of 
the Juniors, Inters and Senior events, with more 
than one of the competitions being very tight as 
several Houses jostled for position in the last 
few days of the competition. With February half 
term on the horizon and a lift to the Lockdown 
looking hopeful, the merits competition began to 
get quite close. After taking a very early lead over 
Term 1 and 2 some of the other Houses began to 
gain momentum, making it very close at the top 
between Castle, Bridge and River. However, we 
managed to maintain our lead going into Term 4. 

Within the first few weeks of Term 4 we were able 
to return to school. This term was a time of calm. 
As we all tried to settle back into a routine there 
were only two House events that followed. These 
were House Art and Creative Writing. We had 
many excellent entries that showed off the creative 
strengths of the River House across all ages. As 
a team we made our decisions on which pieces to 
submit and overall, in the Creative Writing event 
the Juniors came 3rd, Inters 5th and Seniors 4th. 
This gave River a 5th place finish. Next up, we had 
House Art where River performed at a consistently 
high level. Juniors came 2nd, Inters 2nd and 
Seniors 3rd. This left River in 2nd place overall 
showing great potential for future competitions. It 
is safe to say the pupils who participated in these 
events made River House proud. We would like 
to highlight Daniel Burge of 10Ri who submitted 
an extremely powerful piece of work that placed 
2nd in the Inters competition. Congratulations go 
to him for his effort.

During Easter we saw Faye Humphries 12Ri be 
appointed as a Deputy School Captain. Faye 
becomes the 12th Deputy School Captain from 
River, and the 5th in the last ten years. The 
previous four being: B. Cownden (2012-13), 
D. Ajiteru (2013-14), C. Cooper (2014-15) & J. 
Sheather (2019-20). Furthermore, Faye becomes 
only the 11th woman to become a Deputy School 
Captain, and the 3rd from River House. Women 
have been at the Math since September 1993, 
and to be one of only 11 female students to 
have made it into the Top 3 in that time frame is 
incredible. We are very proud of Faye and would 
like to congratulate her on behalf of the House.

As we moved forward into the second to last 
term of the year, the Year 11’s and 13’s were 

coming close to the end of their school year. The 
cancellation of external exams meant that class 
tests and mocks became the focus for these 
years and events were put on hold once again as 
teachers grappled with the amount of marking that 
had to be done and students shifted their focus to 
revision. In amongst these exams we found time 
to carry out the annual interviews for a new set 
of House Officials. Once again these had to be 
socially distanced to avoid cross over between 
year group bubbles. After much deliberation a 
new team of Ella Johns, Jude Ofori-Awuah and 
Soul Newell was selected with Finn Rodgers 
elected House Captain; a role which should come 
naturally to him with his previous experience 
leading the school rugby team. Handing over the 
baton after what had been an incredibly tough 
year for all came with mixed emotions. In some 
respects, we had missed out on some of the House 
Official responsibilities, such as visiting forms and 
being able to attend certain events to support 
each year group. However other challenges had 
arisen from the pandemic as we were given more 
opportunities to lead; from creating fortnightly 
video assemblies to finding new ways to motivate 
the house virtually. Our experience was certainly 
one that we could not have predicted and overall 
taught us that good communication, teamwork 
and reliability are the most valuable features of a 
successful House Official team. We wish the new 
Officials the very best as they embark in their new 
roles and hope that they keep these aspects in 
mind as they begin their year at the helm.

This final term of the year was set to be a 
busy one. The new officials were in place and 
a timetable of delayed events from a year of 
uncertainty were on the horizon. After being 
postponed from their original dates in the first two 
terms, Term 6 enabled us to finally have the Junior 
Debating event and House Chess. Unfortunately, 
we continued our poor run in debating and were 
knocked out in the semi-final yet again. It might be 
time for a River debating club to form next year 
in an attempt to turn our prospects in this event 
around! Chess was an eagerly anticipated event 
for many students, especially the Year 7s and 12s 
who were actively practicing in the weeks leading 
up to the tournament. Regrettably, their practice 
and enthusiasm wasn’t quite enough to help them 
succeed. In the end, our Juniors placed 5th, Inters 
4th and Seniors in 6th after some hotly contested 
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and controversial match play from Bridge House.  
Special mention to Year 8 for their 1st place finish 
and Year 10 for coming 3rd. But also, a mention to 
our Year 7 team Tej Ghattaora and Josh Anderson 
for their resilience and Max Pullinger and Jude 
Ofori-Awuah in Year 12 for their passion and 
entertainment. 

Founder’s Day, the pinnacle of the House 
tournament was slightly different this year with no 
Cathedral service allowed. The Athletics events 
however managed to go ahead during a school 
day with the usual Pre-founders events running 
in the week before. This was a chance for us to 
really shine and we felt confident. River House 
competitors signed up to events quickly and we 
put out a full and strong team for all the events. 
On the day, our team was organised, supportive 
and gained some excellent results for both Pre-
Founder’s and Founder’s on what was one of 
the hottest days of the year so far. The overall 
standings saw us placing 2nd which the new 
House Official team were extremely pleased with. 
A great result after a lot of disappointing ones 
throughout the year. Unfortunately for us, the high 
of Founder’s Day didn’t last long. 

House Maths was also completed in this term with 
our Juniors finishing 4th, Inters 7th, and Seniors 
7th. The Year’s events ended with House Football 
and House Cricket, and whilst we had some 
success in the Football with our Year 7’s placing 
1st the other results were lower in the table again, 
with 8’s & 10’s finishing 4th, 9’s 6th and Seniors 
placing last after some key members of the team 
were forced to self-isolate. 

Cricket saw a win in the Junior event but a 5th 
place for Inters and 6th for Seniors meant we 
finished 6th in the end. With the final results 
coming in and our 7th place in the table being less 
than desirable, there wasn’t much that could turn 
our favours around and so we looked to the Merits 
competition for hope and a final lift. We had been 
strong competitors all year for merits only being 
knocked off the top spot briefly for a few weeks 
or so. As the final tally arrived we were nervous 
as it had been quite tight between the top three, 
however we were pleasantly surprised to find 
ourselves in 1st place at the last count and not 
only that; we finished top by a margin of 36 merits! 
An excellent achievement across all years and 

one to bring some joy and consolation to River 
House students and Miss Hindson after a well 
fought but unsatisfying year. 

Nevertheless, there are a lot of positives to take 
away from this year. The Juniors won their overall 
competition by a massive 60 points and we have 
seen a lot of promising students across the year 
groups standing out above the rest in events, 
especially in the Athletics. Whilst we have not 
been able to physically meet together across all 
the years for assemblies there has been a sense 
of unity through the House Classroom and our 
House captains in each form being organised and 
reliable. I’m sure with the new Officials ready and 
raring to go, next year will see a return to form for 
our cherished River House.

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to 
Miss Hindson who has been an excellent Head 
of House whilst navigating a lot of difficult 
circumstances over the past year, to all the form 
tutors and staff that help make the events happen, 
and most importantly I would like to say thank you 
to every single student in River House for their 
perseverance and dedication in what has been a 
tough year. We wish everyone a restful summer 
and hope that River House is ready to come back 
strong in September 2021.

Up the Purples!    
Thank you, 

River House Official Team 2020-21
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Head of House: Miss. J. Miller 
House Captain: W. Whitehead 
Deputy House Captains: A. L. 
Ellerington, E. Ogundimu. J. M. M. 
Saunders

During the highly unusual 2020-21 academic 
year, Thetford enjoyed a mixed success across 
the House Events that were able to take place. 
The year was kick started by Cross Country 
where we had an overall finish of 6th place. This 
wasn’t the best of starts that we could’ve had 
to the Cock House Championship, however, I 
would like to give a special mention to Lewis Allan 
from 10Th who finished 1st in the Year 10 Cross 
Country race. The next event to take place was 
House Table Tennis. Within this competition we 
enjoyed great success, achieving an overall finish 
of 2nd place with our Inters finishing joint 1st in 
their event. In House Badminton we once again 
finished 6th, only beating River by one point to 
avoid last place. At this point of the year, the end 
of Term 1 Merit Count results were in. Thetford as 
a whole recorded 446 Merits which placed us 3rd.

During Terms 2, 3 and 4 the second House 
Fitness took place during the COVID-19 lockdown 
from late December to late February. Thetford as 
a House finished 4th, which was disappointing 
due to our previous success in the competition. 
However, I would like to congratulate David Miller 
12Th for achieving the highest individual distance 
across the entire competition. Term 4 also saw 
the completion of House Art and Creative Writing. 
Thetford had placed 3rd after we had finished 3rd, 
1st and 4th from our Juniors, Inters and Seniors 
respectively. A huge congratulations must also be 
made to Giselle Robinson Boutin 12Th for winning 
the Senior House Writing competition.

No events were able to be completed during Term 
5 but the Merit Competition was still underway 
and at the end of Term 5 Thetford were placed 4th 
overall with Year 7 having the highest overall merit 
count in the House at 686 merits.

It was during Term 5 when the Thetford House 
Officials of 2020-21 selected the new House 
Officials as our time at the school was coming 
to an end. I would like to congratulate: Toju 
Kosefobamu, David Millar and Giselle Robinson-
Boutin on being appointed as the Deputy House 
Captains for Thetford. Additionally, Samuel 
Moses, must be congratulated for his appointment 
as the new Thetford House Captain. The outgoing 
House Official Team wish them luck and hope 
they can make Thetford proud. Giselle must also 
be congratulated for achieving the prestigious 
position of Senior Prefect, continuing Thetford’s 
presence in the Senior Prefect Team for the 
second year in a row. 

Term 6 saw the House Athletics, Chess, Cricket, 
Football and Mathematics competitions take 
place as well as the conclusion of House Debating 
which was run across the entire year. Thetford 
finished 4th in House Chess, Cricket, Football, 1st 
in Mathematics and 3rd in House Debating, but I 
would like to make a special mention once again 
to Giselle Robinson Boutin for her performance in 
the Senior debating competition, where she won 
best individual debater.

At the end of Term 6, all of Thetford’s hard work 
in the year paid off when Mr Bailey announced 
the overall standings in the Cock House Cup 
Competition for 2020-21. Thetford achieved a 
consistent 3rd place individually in the Junior, 
Inter and Senior competitions, but in the true 
spirit of teamwork, when the standings of all three 
areas were totalled, Thetford achieved a highly 
impressive 2nd place overall with a total of 761 
points accumulated over the year! As the results 
of the Cock House Cup and the events of the past 
year have taught us, teamwork truly is the way 
forward. 

W. Whitehead 
House Captain
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Head of House: Miss. R. E. Robson 
House Captain: I. Armstrong 
Deputy House Captains: B. Carney, 
Z. Howard, H. J. Salter

Despite the challenging year all of us have 
experienced in the last 12 months, and the added 
fact that Tower is still in the process of making 
a name for themselves, we have successfully 
and collectively managed to stay persistent and 
united throughout the school year. Although not 
achieving the highest scores and reaching the 
top places, Tower has had a very enjoyable and 
hardworking year.

In Term 1 Cross Country was the first event. Year 
7 achieved the highest rank of the House coming 
2nd, closely followed by Year 8, 10 and 11 who 
came 3rd; but unfortunately, these results were 
followed by a disappointing result of 7th from Year 
9. However, on average there was clearly a good 
performance by most years, leaving Tower in 
7th position overall. Special mention to Matthew 
Angel in Year 8 who finished 1st, strengthening 
Tower’s position. The following event was House 
Table Tennis; here, the best ranks were achieved 
by Year 9 and 12, both placing 3rd. This event was 
evidently not Towers strongest, as the remaining 
Years achieved only either 6th or 7th place. 
Leaving Tower in the final position of 5th place, 
with hopes of improving throughout the year. 
Next, a single House Debating event was also 
held for the Seniors where Year 12 achieved 6th 
place overall. Lastly, the final event of Term 1 was 
House Badminton. Here, the Year 8’s were the 
most successful with an achievement of 2nd place 
and other years ranged from 4th to 7th. Clearly a 
great performance by Year 8, although still left the 
House seeking a 1st place position, with only a 
current position of 6th.

Continually in Term 2, Tower proceeded to achieve 
middle ranging positions in House Events. To 
begin, House Hockey took place in the first half of 
Term 2, and left all Team B’s in an overall position 
of 4th place, with Year 8’s really pushing through 
by achieving an impressive 2nd place. However, 
as a whole Tower was slightly let down by older 
years, mainly Year 10 and 11, who didn’t achieve 
as high of positions, and instead stayed around 
the 4th and 5th mark. The second event to take 
place in Term 2 was Inter House Debating, which 
Toby Lewis and George Renwick put themselves 
forward for in order to represent Year 10. They 
came 4th place, and represented Tower House 
very well! Finally, the last prominent event to occur 
in Term 2 was the choosing of the House Mascot, 
a new but very successful method in involving all 
year groups to cooperate and contribute. After the 
voting took place, it was clear that the Silverback 
Gorilla was Tower’s new mascot, winning with a 
very large majority! Overall, a very exciting term 
for Tower House as a whole, leading to much 
enthusiasm for whatever next term brings us.

Term 3 saw the school go into lockdown and 
therefore events that could occur were limited, 
however this didn’t seem to knock Tower’s 
performances, instead as a House we stayed very 
persistent with our achievements. House Fitness 
was first up in Term 3, with both Juniors and Inters 
achieving 3rd place, and Seniors unfortunately 
achieving a lower placement of 6th. Leaving 
Tower at 5th place at the end of the competition. 
However, it is important to give a special mention 
to Jaime Thain who travelled a huge 85km overall 
for his year group, and as well Year 12 as a whole 
who really improved on their previous efforts in 
other events; and in fact, worked really hard. But 
despite these amazing efforts, Tower House is still 
seeking for the top positions in the terms ahead of 
us, as we haven’t quite achieved them yet!

Lockdown also continued into Term 4, but only 
up until the 8th of March; this meant that some 
events were extended from Term 3 into Term 4 to 
ensure full effort and hard work would be delivered 
from the students involved. Both the Creative Art 
and Creative Writing events were extended due 
to the circumstances and the final position of 
Tower was 6th place for Creative Art, and joint 6th 
place for Creative Writing. With a special thanks 
to Sarugan Baskaran for his particularly excellent 
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participation in the Creative Art section and 
Joseph Thumwoood for his amazing writing piece! 
During lockdown lots of faith and persistence was 
lost by all students in schools, and Tower House 
included, amazingly however, some students in 
Tower showed exceptional behaviour and good 
will by volunteering to participate in charity work 
or fundraising! Eli Lloyd, a Year 7 in Tower House 
walked 20,000 steps every day in March for 
Cancer Research and fundraised money in order 
to help the charity he held close to him. Making 
Tower House very proud and lifting spirits even in 
the hardest times!

Very exciting changes and decisions have been 
made in Term 5, from the 19th of April to the 28th 
of May new House Officials for Tower House 
were appointed and the new Top 3 of the school 
were decided! To begin Term 5, the 4 new House 
Officials for 2021-22 were chosen. After 9 written 
applications were analysed, and interviews were 
conducted Emma Hicklin was chosen for the role 
of House Captain, making her Tower’s 3rd female 
House Captain since its reestablishment in 2019. 
Leaving Darcy Holliday and Archie Rackley 
fulfilling the role of Deputy House Captains, 
alongside Oliver McSwiney who joined the team 
not much later on. The process was very hard 
and the competition was major, showing us 
that members of Tower are very powerful and 
determined, which made us very proud! Lastly, 
Term 5 has also been the term in which the new 
Top 3 were appointed, and we would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Max Hussey on 
achieving a Deputy School Captain position within 
the Top 3, it is amazing to see members of Tower 
hold such important, responsible roles within the 
school!

Term 6 took us from the 7th June to the 23rd July, 
and is the most vital term of them all, with many 
events and competitions occurring. Including 
House Football, House Chess, House Cricket, 
Junior House Debating and House Athletics. In 
regards to House Football, Tower achieved an 
overall position of 2nd place, with Years 7, 10 and 
12 participating particularly well and achieving an 
individual position of 1st or 2nd place! However, 
we were unfortunately unable to reach the very 
top, due to the unfortunate lower positions 
elsewhere. Following House Football was House 
Chess, where Tower achieved an overall position 

of 5th place. Years 7, 8, and 10 performed very 
well in this competition, which allowed Juniors to 
place 1st overall! This has enabled Tower House 
to reach more of those higher positions that we 
have been trying our hardest to achieve. Junior 
House Debating set an amazing standard for the 
rest of Term 6, with the participants achieving 
an outstanding 1st place, they scored 7 points, 
meaning they won all of their debates and showed 
a very high level of talent, which we are very 
proud of! 

In late July House Cricket began, which ran for 
an entire week. Years 7 and 8 played their best 
and allowed Tower to shoot up the leader board, 
as they finished in 1st place! Special thanks 
must also go to the Seniors who really showed 
their ability and commitment to Tower in landing 
a 3rd place. This left Tower in hope that we could 
secure the overall victory, but as Inters finished in 
7th place, we ended up settling for a respectful 4th 
place. Lastly, House Athletics allowed Tower to 
finally present their progression through the year, 
and reach those higher positions, with an amazing 
1st place overall! The Juniors achieved a very 
impressive 1st place, the Inters placed 6th and 
the Seniors achieved an extremely respectable 
2nd place, all of which contributed to us winning 
the overall title!

With much suspense from waiting and a full 
blown effort from Tower throughout the year 
it was announced on the last day of term that 
Tower placed 5th overall in the Cock House 
Championship for 2020-21, with 665 points. 
Which is definitely well deserved due to Towers’ 
last minute push and determination in events 
which took place during Term 6, I am truly proud! 
Overall, the Juniors placed 3rd with 605 points, 
the Inters finished 7th with 405 points and lastly, 
the Seniors finished 5th place with 485 points. 
Such a high level of standard was set in the last 
term, which definitely brought more success to 
Tower and allowed us reach those top positions in 
the end which was seen by our overall end result! 
Tower finally achieved its goals. Well done and 
bring on next year! 

I. Armstrong 
House Captain



99th Cock House Championship, 
2020-21, Final Standings:

Overall Competition:
1st. Gordon (837)    
2nd. Thetford (761)    
3rd. Bridge (708)    
4th. Pitt (671)        
5th. Tower (665)    
6th. Castle (652)    
7th. River (600) 

Junior Competition:
1st. River (665)    
2nd. Gordon (615)    
3rd. Thetford (605)    
3rd. Tower (605)    
5th. Castle (540)                 
6th. Pitt (495)     
7th. Bridge (415)

Inter Competition:
1st. Gordon (730)    
2nd. Castle (620)    
3rd. Thetford (555)    
4th. Pitt (550)                  
5th. River (525)    
6th. Bridge (515)    
7th. Tower (405) 

Senior Competition:
1st. Pitt (680)        
2nd. Gordon (605)    
3rd. Thetford (565)    
4th. Castle (530)    
5th. Tower (485)    
6th. Bridge (435)    
7th. River (310)

Winners of the Cock House 
Championship in recent  years: 
2010-11: Gordon   
2011-12: Gordon   
2012-13: Castle    
2013-14: Gordon   
2014-15: River     
2015-16: Thetford    
2016-17: Castle    
2017-18: Castle    
2018-19: Pitt     
2019-20: Pitt     
2020-21: Gordon
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MATH SCHOOL HEADTEACHER, MR HODGES, SHARES HIS OWN 
PERSONAL VIEWS ON A FULFILLING LIFE IN EDuCATION.

I n 1927, one of the school’s most 
famous Headteachers (Mr Clark) was 

appointed and the following winter he made 
the decision to change the school’s winter 
sport from football to rugby. Ever since, 
rugby has been a senior sport within the 
school, with our teams becoming a dominant 
force within the county, winning the Kent 
cup on numerous occasions. Despite this, 
the outbreak of COVID-19 meant that the 
2020/21 season was unlikely to take place. 
However, there was still some hope.

Like for the rest of the country, the RFU 
planned out a steady, staged, process back 
to full contact rugby. With the season’s 
competitions cancelled, and leagues put on 
hold for the year, initially it felt like we were 
training for nothing. The squad struggled 
to find motivation and numbers at training 
dwindled as the number of COVID-19 cases 
rose. However, as November approached 
things seemed to be improving, with the 
coaches starting to hint at potential friendlies 
with some local schools.

Despite this, the level of infection increased 
once again in December and continued into 
2021. With students only getting back into 
the school in Term 4, all potential games 
became impossible that essentially marked 
the end to what should have been a quite 
successful season. Focus was taken off the 
current Year 13’s, and Years 11 and 12 were 
brought up for the 2021-22 season. Despite 
the struggle that the Year 13’s faced, we all 
are still able to look back fondly on our time 
playing rugby at the school. Below are some 
messages from just some of the former 1st 

XV players moving on this year that have all 
represented the school since Year 7.

“Playing rugby at the Math will forever be 
one of my fondest memories from school. 
It’s given me some once in a lifetime 
opportunities that I will never forget. I’d like 
to thank all of the coaches for making the 
experience so special.”
Aydin Yesilmen 13Ca - 1st XV player for 
3 years

“Thank you to the coaches for making rugby 
at the Math so enjoyable. My development 
from Year 7 to now wouldn’t have been 
possible without them and it has truly helped 
to open a number of doors for me as well as 
nurturing my love for the sport.” 
Henry Salter 13To - 1st XV player for 3 
years

“Rugby at the Math has pushed me to 
achieve more than I thought I could.”
Egan Sharp 13Th - 1st XV player for 3 
years

“I’ve played rugby at the Math since the first 
week of Year 7. Over this time my rugby 
massively developed with high quality 
coaching which helped all players make the 
transition from age group rugby to high level 
senior rugby. The Math’s Rugby programme 
is optimised by our tour to Canada in which 
all players excelled as we won six out of six 
games, in an exciting fashion, against high 
quality opposition.”
Miles Archer 13Br- 1st XV player for 3 
years
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“I came to the Math school with absolutely no idea 
about the sport of rugby, however, I fell in love 
with it from the moment the coaches introduced 
it to me. I have gone through the years with a 
family and a team, and it has left me with some 
of the best memories of my life, such as Canada. 
Hence, I want to say a massive thank you to all 
the coaches and hope to carry on playing for many 
years to come. Hey, maybe one day for the French 
national team!”
Joseph Delyfer 13Ri - 1st XV player for 3 years

Finally, we would all love to wish next year’s team 
the best of luck as they head into their preseason. 
As life slowly goes back to normal, the school will 
once again look forward to the upcoming rugby 
season with excitement and anticipation, returning 
as a pivotal part of Math school life.

Michael Fankah 13Castle   
1st XV Rugby Captain   
School Captain

G oing into this season there was an odd 
feeling surrounding the training days and that 

was not just because we were separated into our 
respective year groups. I believe this was mainly 
due to the previous season being filled with the 
highs such as making it to the semi-finals of the 
Kent Cup and a majorly positive season all in all. 
The moving on of players such as previous Captain 
Alex Lingham and Oliver Walker who brought so 
much to the previous season was a significant 
hit on the team going forward. Now foregoing 
their university experiences and their own hockey 
careers me and other players attempted to fill the 
large hole that was left by these players. These 
players being myself, Thomas Walker 13Pi, 
William Whitehead 13Th, and Ben Carney 13To. 

Our attempts to replace some irreplaceables was 
definitely the team’s main points in bantering the 
four of us. This did bring a new level of intensity 
to training as well, regardless of us being split into 
our year groups. We attempted to push ourselves 
to match the intensity of training in the previous 
seasons, with Mr Webster doing the best that he 
could in the situation we were all dealt. 

Unfortunately, the hockey team never got a full run 
out this year due to lockdowns and restrictions. 
Fortunately, I got to keep my 100% win record 
as Captain after leading the team out for one 
game last season against Kings that ended in a 
2-0 victory. The 2-0 victory therefore means that 
myself and Ben Carney 13To were joint top goal 
scorers, with myself and Thomas Walker 13Pi as 
joint top assists. Due to this, I will be awarding 
myself player of the year. 

Our tour to Barcelona was also cancelled this year. 
It would have been a great honour for the team 
to represent the school out in a different country. 
It was also a shame that we could not induct a 
new water boy to replace the gap left by Oliver 
Bolton. He was set to be replaced at some point 
during the season with Sam Russell 13Th being 
the frontrunner to take his position. For now, I wish 
good luck on the team going into next season and 
hope that whoever takes over the role as Captain 
will have a successful time in the role and the team 
can be even more successful and keep moving 
forward in the right direction.

Rhys Davies 13Gordon 
1st XI Hockey Captain
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Rugby 1st Team
Back row (L-R): J. Delyfer, J. Knight, S. Burge, O. Olujobi, H. Absisola, M. Odesanya, T. King, J. 

Mason, W. Constantine, H. Salter

Front row (L-R): A. Oyesola, E. Sharp, A. Yesilmen, M. Fankah (C), M. Archer, T. Ameen, E. Nye

Hockey 1st Team
Back row (L-R): E. Parker, M. Pullinger, N. Saunders, T. Alexander 

Front row (L-R): M. Lusinksi, A. Oyesola, R. Davies (C), T. Walker, D. Millar

Team Photos
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2020-21

Netball 1st Team
Back row (L-R): J. Hofford, A. Ellerington, K. Bourner, K. Akhtar

Front row (L-R): C. Adewumi, E. Lakanu (C), B. Webber

Cricket 1st Team
Back row (L-R): M. Lusinksi, M. Bhat, D. Hodges, D. Millar 

Front row (L-R): A. Oyesola, E. Sharp, D. Marjara (C), E. Nye, L. Panther
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MATH SCHOOL HEADTEACHER, MR HODGES, SHARES HIS OWN 
PERSONAL VIEWS ON A FULFILLING LIFE IN EDuCATION.

F ollowing on from the success in 2019-
2020, we had high ambitions for the 2020-

21 season. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic we have been unable to play any 
fixtures during this season. This is rather sad news 
as it means our time spent progressing as a team 
has come to an end. However, we have spent the 
2020-21 season reflecting on our performance 
in the previous season particularly about the 
progress we have made as a team. 

Nonetheless, the girls joined the netball academy 
with great enthusiasm. Sir Joseph Williamson’s 
Mathematical School provided us the opportunity 
to travel across Kent and London in order to 
compete against other schools. We found this 
opportunity exciting and are thankful for the games 
we played in the previous season. To start the 
2019-20 netball season, we attended the Kent 
Schools Tournament hosted at the Rainham Girls 
School. With guidance from Mrs Adams-Freeman 
and Miss Robson, they coached us prior to the 
game with a mixed team of both Year 12 and 13 
players. As we had just begun training together, 
this was a challenging tournament. However, we 
were able to pull through and work well as a team 
at this competitive tournament. 
After the tournament we continued to train together 
and our skills increased from there on. We became 
more motivated and attended each training with 
eagerness. The longer we trained together, we 
learnt our strengths and weaknesses. As matches 
continued the team complemented each other’s 
abilities. Fortunately, there were opportunities 
to compete in matches against a few schools 
across Kent such as Kent College, Langley Park 
and Dartford Grammar. Each time we played a 
school, the girls became more confident and their 
performance increased with each game. The more 
time spent together meant that the team became 
well-balanced team in terms of skills, in which 
we were able to win the majority of the games 
because we worked well collectively and had a 

positive outlook on netball. 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic brought our 
season to an abrupt end before it even started, the 
girls demonstrated resilience and determination 
throughout the year. Some girls still continue to play 
netball in their free time and I am immeasurably 
proud of the girls from this year’s team. They have 
certainly had to mature fast and the longing for 
physical contact during the pandemic has actually 
brought the team closer together.  Playing together 
will certainly be missed, so will the coaching of Mrs 
Adams-Freeman and Miss Robson.

Estelle Lakanu 13Bridge  
Netball Captain

Since 2018-19 cricket at The Math has been 
revamped, with specialist coaches and 

training ranging from National players to county 
professionals being provided for the students and 
teams. In 2020 we trained all winter but were not 
able to play any games at all due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which was unfortunate seeing as it was 
the last year for some to do so. Following our long 
break from cricket at school, everyone was eager 
to train and play. We began training in June 2021 
with guidance from Mr Lockhart, Mr Pepper, and 
Callum MacLeod after nearly a year out of playing. 
Whilst fixtures were hard to organise and schools 
had not been able to put together teams, we 
were still able to have some game-time and give 
everyone from a variety of years an opportunity to 
play. 

Our first fixture was against Judd school, it was the 
first time this group of players had played together. 
Despite this, the team effort was outstanding with 
great performances from everyone, it looked like a 
promising start for the new team although we fell 
short to a very strong Judd side. Our main focus was 
now on the all-day fixture against the Marleybone 
Cricket Club (MCC) which has historically been 
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played on Founder’s Day. The game was a 
significant part of our season as the players were 
now playing against former professionals and 
high-level players giving our team every chance 
to improve and show their talent. A few standout 
performances and overall an excellent display 
saw the team play out a draw, a very respectable 
result against the MCC. With continued training in 
between games, our players continued to gel and 
play better within the team leading into our most 
recent game against Langley Park. We knew it 
would be a tough game from previous encounters 
but it didn’t stop the players from showing great 
determination against a good opponent and 
everyone showcased the improvements made in 
training throughout the season. A few tight calls 
and close margins meant that Langley came out 
on top.

Despite our season having being shortened and 
the lack of winter training, the team showed great 
sportsmanship and skill through all of our games. 
Players from younger years were able to play up 
to the standard of 1st XI cricket and it is exciting to 
see how they develop as cricketers for the future 
of SJWMS cricket. The current Year 13s only had a 
few games as part of the Sixth Form/1st XI due to 
the 2020 season being cancelled but we will take 
fond memories of our time playing cricket at the 
Math and wish the following year’s teams’ luck in 
their seasons.

Dylan Marjara 13Bridge 
1st XI Cricket Captain

W hile the start of the year was tremendously 
difficult for the eager eyed sporting students 

at the Math due to the lack of fixtures, the following 
have demonstrated how they can adapt and still 
make the most of a season. Further congratulations 
from myself and the PE Department on all the 
pupils for engaging with not only their games 
lessons, but extracurriculars such as Rugby, 

Hockey and Cricket. 
The sports awards this year are as follows:
Rugby Most Improved:
Louis Godden 7Ca, Abdulrahman Jimoh 7Ca, 
Jayden Falowo 7Ca, Mason Matthews 7To, 
Evan Aare 7To, Lenny Hughes 8Th, David Victor 
Odeleye 9Br, Jamie Thain 10To, Jordan Ayere 
10Ca, Jasper Emmanuel 11To.
 
Rugby Coaches Player:
Stanley Bucknall 7Br, Antor Belegu 7Ca, Tom Foster 
7Th, Ebubechukwu Ibeh 7Pi, Filip Omieczynski 
7Go, Ted Summerley 8Go, Laurence Donkor 8Th, 
Daniel Famojuro 8Th, Thomas Jenner-Hatch 9To, 
Manuel Fankah 9Ca, Daniel Cooksey 9Ca, Tom 
Carney 10Th, Lochlan Mcfarlane 10To, Oliver 
Barnes 11Th.

Hockey Most Improved:
Kai Campbell 7Go, Datiel Jackson 7Ri, Seth 
Shaw 7Go, Jack Reilly 8Ca, Harry Dockwray 9Ca, 
Balraaj Singh Brar 10Pi, Taylor Chard 11Th.

Hockey Coaches Player:
William Okany 7Br, Peter Brookes Van Zyl 7Go,
Eli Lloyd 7To, Micheal Ogunjobi 8Th, Sean 
Okononkwo 8Ri, Max De Bie 8Ri, Matthew Angel 
8To, Benjamin Norris 9Pi, Zacharious Mitchell 9Pi
William Jones 9Pi, Ross Cheese 10Ri, Benjamin 
Rye 11Ca.

Cricket Most Improved:
Luca Stickings 8To, Sukhchan Singh 8To, Zachary 
Lamb 8Th.

Cricket Coaches Player:
Ben Bucknall 8Ri, Daniel Marshall 8To, Alexander 
Rising 8Ri.

Faye Humphries 12River 
General Prefect   
PE Prefect
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  MICHAEL FANKAH

  BEING SCHO
Do you remember your first day at the Math?
Michael Fankah: My first day was typically nerve 
racking. I was the only person from my primary 
school in my form which only added to my fear. 
However, the first experience I remember was our 
games session where I played rugby for the first 
time. Running around like headless chickens has a 
weird way of bringing a group of kids together.
Ayodeji Oyesola: I do not completely remember 
my first day at the Math, but I do remember my first 
games session. I was really excited to do rugby 
and show what I could do, but clearly, I had missed 
the memo. Everybody else had on black boots...
but there I was, sat on the grass with bright pink 
boots on. What I remember was the long pause and 
stare I received from Mr. Heather after I answered 
my name in the register. Luckily for me I think he 
liked them. 

What did you think of the School Captain
then?
MF: My first recollection of the School Captain 
came when I was in Year 7. I sat in assembly and 
the School Captain at the time (Charles Morel) was 

called up by Mr Hodges. Although I was oblivious of 
the gravity of the role, the way in which the student 
carried himself as he marched down the aisle left 
me in awe. The red ribbon gleaming on his blazer 
told me that he was in the same House as me which 
only made me admire him more. From that moment 
on I’d be actively scanning my surroundings for 
him when moving around the school. Whenever 
I passed him he was focussed, had immaculate 
uniform but still extremely approachable. I believe 
that is what the role is all about. The ability to inspire 
those younger than you to one day rise and achieve.
AO: The School Captain when I joined in Year 7 was 
Adam Carnell. He was a good friend of my brother 
who was one of the Deputy School Captains at the 
time, so I saw him in a slightly different light to what 
others may have seen. However, he still conducted 
himself in a way that made him someone to look 
up to. He was someone who was approachable 
and was able to show the school in a positive light 
whenever he was called upon. What I liked about 
him the most was that he reminded me of myself; 
he wasn’t a 3 A* student at face value but he worked 
very hard for everything to get to where he was.

What has been the most memorable moment
during your time at the Math?
MF: My time at the Math helped to really grow my 
love for sports. This has meant that many of my 
most memorable moments have stemmed from 
this. In Year 11 I was given the once in a lifetime 
opportunity to captain the Senior Rugby team on 
a tour to Canada. We played games in Montreal, 
Ottawa, and Toronto, remaining undefeated 
throughout the tour. We ended up playing against 
one of our team mates who moved to Canada in 
Year 9 and visited some amazing sites. Being able 
to experience all of that with some of my closest 
friends made it something I’ll never forget.
AO: Being appointed as the new School Captain 
is of course a great achievement for me, however 
sport has always been a great part of my Math 
school experience. I was lucky enough to go to 
Barbados for cricket, and to Canada for rugby. A 
lot of memories were created on these trips and I 
would strongly encourage anybody who has the 
same opportunities to take them.

  OL CAPTAIN
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  AYODEJI OYESOLA

  OL CAPTAIN
Is there anything you would do differently?
MF: I am a firm believer that everything happens 
for a reason, meaning that everything that has 
occurred up to this point has made me the person 
that I am today. The only regret I’d have about my 
time at the school would be that I didn’t branch 
further out of my comfort zone. This would have 
included taking part in some drama productions or 
utilising the school’s incredible facilities. 
AO: My time at the school has been very smooth 
and sometimes on the safe side; I wish I had tried 
to spread myself more to other areas outside of 
sport earlier with opportunities such as debating 
or even something small like chess. I believe that 
these sorts of things can only help you improve as 
a person and so even if you don’t have an interest 
at first you should at least give it a try.

Why do you think you were given the honour to 
be School Captain?
MF: Throughout my time at the school I have always 
aimed to conduct myself in a manner which would 
only reflect fondly back on the badge which I wore 
on my blazer. I volunteered where I could and took 
part in many extra-curricular activities. However, I 
believe what set me apart was the leadership skills 
which I gained from my different experiences within 
my school career. This allowed me to understand 
some of the intricacies of leading a group as 
prestigious as the General Prefect team.
AO: Being the School Captain comes with a lot of 
pressures and responsibilities. I think I was able to 
demonstrate a competency to be able to handle 
both aspects from an early stage in my school life. 
The School Captain should also be someone who 
is reputable and forward and respectable when they 
interact with others and I try to make an effort to be 
both of those things on a daily basis.

What was your biggest achievement as School 
Captain?
MF: The year in which I was School Captain for was 
turbulent to say the least. The coronavirus outbreak 
meant that countless events had to be cancelled or 
adapted in order to cater for new restrictions. My 
group of General Prefects were able to come up 
with systems to allow the school to still undergo 
open evenings for prospective Sixth Form students, 
which hundreds of students around Kent attended. 

Our team’s main aim was to sustain a sense of 
stability within the workings of the school and I 
believe we were able to achieve this well.
What would you like to achieve as School 
Captain?
AO: The most important thing to me would be 
continuing to uphold and improve the school’s 
image whilst also ensuring that all pupils have the 
chance to have a memorable time at the school. 

What advice would you give to aspiring School 
Captains?
MF: When going for the role of School Captain, 
like many things in life, it’s not an all or nothing 
endeavour. Taking advantage of the opportunities 
that the Math is able to offer will only make you a 
better person and the experience is something that 
you can only learn from (successful or not).
AO: Getting to the top is by no means easy, so you 
have to be able to work hard and take setbacks in 
your stride. Your attitude can be what sets you apart 
from the rest. It may be cliché, but true nonetheless 
“hard work pays off”.  Finally, be yourself, do not try 
and be the person you think that they’re looking for.
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Top 3 2020-21. (L-R): Stephanie Roarty 13To, 
Michael Fankah 13Ca, Miles Archer 13Br.

It is needless to say that the academic year of 
2020-21 was challenging for not only all members 
of The Math School’s community, but also the 
entire nation. On Monday 23rd 2020, a state of 
lockdown was enacted where citizens were only 
allowed to leave their house for exercise and to 
purchase necessities from local stores. At the 
time, casual comments were being made, such 
as “This should all blow over by September” and 
people continued to book holidays in the opinion 
things would be over in time to catch a summer 
tan, yet here we are three lockdowns later. 

The first lockdown proved extremely trying for the 

country, with even Boris Johnson falling victim to 
the virus. People quickly grew weary, and the lack 
of work and school took a toll on both adults and 
children. At The Math, teachers began to set work 
in alignment with timetabled lessons as the school 
tried to create a sense of normality and ensure 
students were maintaining good habits and 
routines. As we began the Easter break, the virus 
has infected more than a staggering 1.71 million 
people worldwide and killed over 100,000 globally. 
This year saw countless deaths, restrictions, 
rules, regulations and redundancies, and an 
overall decline in wellbeing amongst citizens, 
and amongst those particularly affected, were 
students and members of school communities.

On the week beginning 8th of June, primary school 
students headed back to school for the second 
week, and secondary schools continued to plan 
to reopen for mainly Years 10 and 12. For some 
students in their final year of school, this proved 
extremely frustrating due to the uncertainty of how 
exam grades would be awarded.

164 days after the first lockdown was enacted on 
Monday 23rd March 2020, students were set to 
return back to school on September 3rd. While 
everyone had got used to working remotely, many 
students felt an eagerness to return, finally getting 
the opportunity to learn with face to face contact. 

That being said, the school experience was 
severely different to what it was in the past.  
The first few terms of the school year were 
difficult, both students and teachers had to 
constantly adjust to changing regulations from 
the government. Students had to abide by a 

DEPUTY SCHOOL C
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new one-way system (the purpose of which was 
to minimise face to face contact) and the need 
to sanitise desks before lessons. At this stage, 
masks had to be worn when commuting between 
classrooms. Year groups were also segregated to 
reduce the spread of any cases, and need for self-
isolation, across year groups; Years 12 and 13 
who previously shared the study centre had to be 
separated. Teachers sacrificed their classrooms, 
and instead would go to their classes in whatever 
room they had been assigned. September also 
featured many staff changes: Mrs R Breach 
became an Assistant Headteacher following 
Mrs E Cook’s departure from the school in the 
summer, Mr Williams succeeding her position 
as Deputy Head in Lower School, Mr D Coate 
became Head of Middle school following Mr C 
Heather’s retirement in the summer, and Miss R E 
Robson became Head of Tower House following 
Mr Sharp’s departure.

For students, there was an underlying fear of 
having to isolate due to positive cases, not wanting 
to be confined to their houses once more and 
return to online learning. In October, a large group 
of students in Year 13 had to be isolated for two 
weeks, once again causing mock examinations 
to be pushed back. In other cases, whole year 
groups were sent home. Back to school learning 
was proving extremely challenging as classes had 
half the students at home and the other half still in 
class.  During this time, England was operating on 
a tier system where, due to the severity of cases 
in a local area, locations would have varying 
restrictions.

Exams were rapidly approaching for both Year’s 

11 and 13 as we moved into December, and 
students knew they had to work hard to prepare. 
On the 21st of December there was an end to 
the tier system in England as a full lockdown was 
enacted, this meant a return to remote learning 
for all students when they returned in Term 3. 
The lack of certainty and lack of guidance from 
the government caused an overall frustration for 
students across the country.

On January 4th, public examinations were 
formally cancelled, however with no guidelines 
as to what would replace them, much to the 
exasperation of students and teachers. It was 
then decided by the government that grades 
would be allocated by teachers based on work 
that students had produced over their exam years. 
Despite the immense amount of pressure this put 
on teachers, the Senior Leadership Team at The 
Math instantly began organising and liaising with 
Heads of Department on how Year 11 and 13 
Grades would be assessed.

Once the 2nd lockdown was over, students 
were expecting to return to school on March 8th 
2021, and for Year 13s this meant that mock 
examinations could finally occur, albeit almost ten 
months late.

Throughout the academic year, the school had to 
adapt to the turbulent COVID situation, meaning 
not only lessons were moved online, but also 
many events; this included Year 6 and Sixth Form 
open evenings. In December, online tours were 
conducted by the Senior Prefects, who introduced 
themselves to parents and potential Year 7s, 
talking about their experiences at The Math, and 

APTAIN’S REPORT



60

giving tours to classes as an insight into life as 
a Math School student. In January, the first job 
for the 30 Year 12 General Prefects, who were 
recently appointed just before the Christmas 
Holiday, was to conduct subject specific Google 
Classroom Presentations discussing A-level 
studies at The Math. Both events were met with 
high praise from parents and faculty and we are 
looking forward to seeing new faces in the next 
academic year!

During the Spring term, Mr Ward decided to pass 
on his roles as Deputy Head of Middle School 
and Teacher Governor to Mr Townsend and Mrs 
Manchaud-Green respectively, Mr R J Turley 
becoming the new Head of Pitt House.

This July, we say farewell to an integral member 
of staff here at The Math: Mrs H Dennis. Mrs 
Dennis joined the school back in September 2004 
as a Latin and Classics teacher, following the 
conclusion of her PGCE at Cambridge University 
in Classics. She became the Head of Classics in 
2007 and then Head SENCO in 2009. Mrs Dennis 
officially became Assistant Headteacher in 2013 
for School Self Review, this changing to Inclusion 
in 2020. Mrs Dennis is moving to an all through 
school just outside of London, where she will be 
developing her leadership of SEN and Inclusion, 
and is very much looking forward to working 
with and supporting SEN Students in a Primary 
capacity to fulfil their potential. When asked about 
her fondest memories here at SJWMS, here’s 
what she had to say:

“There are so many to choose from! But I would 
say some of the best moments have been running 
the numerous trips to Italy for the Classics Dept 
and all the adventures that occur when abroad, 
developing the school’s fantastic approach to 
wellbeing and mental health for the whole school 
community (something I am really proud of) and 
also learning I could run(!) - well enough, as it 
happens, to complete 3 London Marathons over 
the last 10 years! My knees are paying for it now, 

but the days of the London Marathon (either 
running or volunteering with Mr Bailey and the VI 
form students) were such fantastic experiences 
that I will never forget, and we raised so much 
money for some brilliant charities.

Overall, I would say, my lasting memory would 
have to be knowing you were once a part of 
the SJWMS family. The school is very unique in 
that when you are here, either as a student or a 
member of staff, you belong to something that is 
steeped in history and has its own culture and 
identity that you are immediately proud to be a 
part of. I will miss all the staff and students I have 
worked with over the years enormously, and will 
always look back on my time at SJWMS with 
exceptionally fond memories.”

We would like to sincerely thank Mrs Dennis for 
her unwavering hard work and dedication to the 
school, especially in regards to her extensive work 
on wellbeing, as well as her absolute commitment 
to supporting our whole school community 
throughout her time here. We wish Mrs Dennis all 
the best for the future!

To summarise this year in a general, overused and 
sweeping statement: 2020-21 was a challenge, 
however one thing which resonated throughout 
was the resilience of all members of the Math 
School community. Pupils have continued to 
achieve and excel despite the circumstances 
while completing a diverse set of activities ranging 
from the artwork shown in the magazine to the 
events completed at sports day. The school’s 
ability to adapt to the challenges the year has 
thrown at us is the reason why The Math School’s 
excellence is continued and this is a credit to all 
teachers, staff pupils and members of the broader 
community.

Miles Archer 13Bridge  
Stephanie Roarty 13Tower    
Deputy School Captains
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An inherent part of the Math School’s ethos is 
the promotion of diversity and tolerance and the 
school is committed to fostering and celebrating 
this culture. One of our core values is promoting 
courtesy, acceptance, and respect for others 
regardless of race, ethnicity, or background and 
we strive to provide equal opportunities to all 
students in our school community.

With approximately 40% of our student body being 
from minority ethnic backgrounds, the school is 
proud of its diverse community and recognises 
the importance of ensuring our youngsters are 
educated fully on wider societal issues that are 
being faced today as well as displaying inclusive 
and respectful attitudes at all times. We believe 
that by providing students with knowledge about 
societal issues prevalent in the world today, 
they learn to demonstrate the virtues of respect, 
cooperation, and acceptance at all times towards 
their peers and also outside of school. We aim 
to promote understanding of a range of cultures 
within the student body both inside and outside 
of lessons to enable our students to gather 
knowledge about the different backgrounds of 
their peers.

Within our school community, we have senior 
students from ethnic minorities in our Prefect 
and Student Leadership teams. This enables us 
to represent the diversity and inclusion within our 
school community in roles which other students 
aspire to achieve. Furthermore, we believe that 
having diversity within important roles in the 
school not only enables students to represent 
themselves and the school but also encourage 
other students to apply for these roles. This 
further reflects on our virtues of acceptance of 
all students and encouraging students to have 
determination to achieve well-respected roles 
within their school community regardless of their 
ethnicity or background.

Additionally, we aim to enable students to obtain 
the highest standards of achievement in their 
learning and provide equal chances for students 
to further engage in their learning. Throughout 
our school years, minority ethnic student APS 
outcomes are either in line with those of the white-
British student cohort, or, in many instances, 
surpass them. Furthermore, we enjoy giving 
students recognition for their hard work over their 
academic year and the proportional number of 
prizes awarded at Prize Giving to minority ethnic 
students is also in line. 

The school works hard to provide a range 
of provisions and input designed to inform 
and promote the tolerance and celebration of 
different cultures, religions and identities as well 
as ensuring these practices are entrenched in 
everyday life of all at the Math, including a range 
of targeted tutorial activities, PSHE content, 
visiting speakers and assemblies. Within our 
extracurricular activities offered by the school, 
we have encouraged all students to take part and 
have noticed a wide range of engagement from 
all students. For instance, the participation from 
ethnic minorities in rugby exceeds the proportion 
of white-British students in the year group at all 
levels. We believe that by encouraging all of 
our students to be involved within the school 
community allows them to make personal 
development and maintain their well-being along 
with providing chances for them to socialise with 
a range of students.

We are constantly striving to improve our practices 
and provisions and ensure our measures to tackle 
any instances of prejudice, discrimination, and 
ignorance are as robust and effective as possible. 

Manteer Dhillon 13Pitt 
Senior Prefect

cOMMUNITY, cOHESION 
& dIvErSITY
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School Prize-Giving
Monday 28th - Wednesday 30th June 2021

Trustees’ Prize for Biology:                                                             
Trustees’ Prize for Classics:                                             
Trustees’ Prize for English:                                                            
Trustees’ Prize for Geography:                                                   
Trustees’ Prize for Government & Politics:                                   
Trustees’ Prize for History:                                                               
Trustees’ Prize for Mathematics:                                                          
Trustees’ Prize for Further Mathematics:                                            
Trustees’ Prize for Physical Education:                                                
Trustees’ Prize for Psychology:                                                         
Trustees’ Prize for Spanish:                                                              
Trustees’ Prize for Statistics:                                                              
Bow Prize for Music:                                                          
The Bayliss Prize for Economics:                                    
Cheeseman Exhibition for Pure Mathematics:                                  
Christopher Meade Prize for Applied Mathematics:                    
Bessent Prize for Physics:         
Taylor Prize for French:                                                                   
Jenkinson Prize for Chemistry:                                                       
Music Prizes:                                                                   

           
          
Computer Science Prize:

Gyanesh Kumar   
Giselle Robinson-Boutin 
Anna Thoomkuzhy  
Tristan Nair   
Jack Ferguson   
Noah Saunders  
Annabel Beniston  
Sami Englefield   
William Hick   
Erin Coughlan   
Joe Lord   
Amisha Baughan  
Michael McGrath  
Jeevan Malhi   
Isaac Melamud   
Ethan Bromley   
David Millar                                                                
Janae Hoyte   
Jack Howden   
Folabi Phillips   
Joshua Harrison   
Chun Lo   
Max Pullinger   
Jacob Wells

         
Oliver Sartain, Oshioma Itsagwede, Sam Crosby, Thomas Edwards, 
Alfie Cameron, Brandon Le Mar, Archie Blundell.   
Sportsman of the Year:  Eli Lloyd

James Topping, Jack Reilly, Joel Chacko, Nico Prior, Peter O’Connell,    
Lewis Burgess, Henry Williams.     
Sportsman of the Year:  Luca Stickings

Mateusz Karbowski, Finlay Hedderman, Aaron Hallatt, Samuel Mills, 
Cameron Hearn, Caleb Mogaji, Awal Sholagberu.  
Sportsman of the Year:  Ed Johns

Jacob Joshua, Matthew Morah, Arya Manivannan, Liam Murphy, 
Jack Younger-Munn, Tom Carney, Merlin D’Mello.   
Sportsman of the Year:  Sam Wardle-Young

Jay Singh, Nathan Osborne, Patrick Ikose, Tristan Nair, Jude Ofori-Awuah, 
Samuel Moses, Emma Hicklin.

Year 7

       

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10
    

      
 Year 12   



Gyanesh Kumar   
Giselle Robinson-Boutin 
Anna Thoomkuzhy  
Tristan Nair   
Jack Ferguson   
Noah Saunders  
Annabel Beniston  
Sami Englefield   
William Hick   
Erin Coughlan   
Joe Lord   
Amisha Baughan  
Michael McGrath  
Jeevan Malhi   
Isaac Melamud   
Ethan Bromley   
David Millar                                                                
Janae Hoyte   
Jack Howden   
Folabi Phillips   
Joshua Harrison   
Chun Lo   
Max Pullinger   
Jacob Wells
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Art Prizes:                                                                                                                                           

Graham Bequest Prize for RE:                                                                                                                      
The Ted Baker Prize:                                                                                                                                     
The Matthews Prize:                                                                        
The Key Stage 4 Progress Award:                                                                                                 
The Harry Thomas Knowles Prizes:                                      
The Alan Skinner Shield for Hockey:    
The George Fenton Medal:                                              
The Christopher Joyce Memorial Prize:                                   
The Davis Prize for Musical Performance:                                     
The Jack Maddams Award for Sporting Excellence:  
The Jack Maddams Award for Art:                             
The Bernard Argent Art School Bursary:  
The Ronald Martin Prize for Technology:  
The Old Williamsonian Citizenship Prizes:

Old Williamsonian Cricketer of the Year:   
The Chamberlain Prize for Science:   
The Sharad Gandhi Prize:                                                  
The Watts Exhibition Prizes:

The Leonard England Oakeshott Prizes:

      

Richard Watts Charities School Prize:  
The Gordon Prizes:

Old Williamsonian Memorial Exhibition: 
The Governors’ Prize for Staff:

Guest Speaker:
   

Diego Naclerio-Pantoja 
Joseph Cornelius 
Ishaaq Rahman  
Samuel Moses  
Charlotte Pike  
Matthew Saunders  
Daniel Sanmuganathan 
Harry Dockwray 
Alex Rising  
Eddie Scudder  
Annabel Benniston 
Ayodeji Oyesola 
Cinthia Thanapalan 
Charlotte Pike  
Teddy Young  
Jonathan Saunders 
Samuel Burge  
Aaron Kanda  
Brendan Gosha  
Haydn Cooper  
Aditi Agarwal  
Aaron Aggarwal 
James Friend  
Mark Robinson  
Temi-Loluwa Adewumi  
Jai Aggarwal  
Asher Greening   
Mason Longuet  
Jeevan Malhi  
Giselle Robinson Boutin
Michael Fankah 
Faye Humphries 
Max Hussey  
Ayodeji Oyesola 
Mrs. S. Huxted

Owain Francis Morton 
Castle House 2007-14 
Deputy School Captain 2013-14
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School Prize-Giving
The Governors’ Prize for Staff 2021

For this year’s Prize-Giving ceremony, Mrs 
Huxted was voted as the 10th recipient of The 
Governors’ Prize for Staff.

This year has come with some unprecedented 
challenges, and Mrs Huxted has gone out of 
her way to ensure students and families have 
been well supported. In September our new 
Year 7 cohort joined us having had an entirely 
online remote Year 6 to 7 transition experience, 
overseen by Mrs Huxted. Her pastoral care of 
these students in their early days with us did 
much to offset the upheaval of their disrupted 
schooling in Year 6. 

The closure of the school for 45 days from 
December until March once again required 
the creation of an extensive pastoral outreach 
programme for our most vulnerable students, in 
which she played a significant role. Mrs Huxted 
helped students overcome the challenges of 
returning to school in March and has led our 
response to those who presented with the 
emerging condition known as ‘Emotional 
Based School Avoidance’.

Mrs S Huxted has also been at the forefront 
of our COVID response work, providing 
invaluable assistance in contact tracing and 
working tirelessly as part of our testing team, 
who have done much to reduce transmission 
risks in school and create a culture of student 
testing.

The safeguarding consequences of lockdown 
are well known now, and this school, like 
others, experienced a steep climb in casework. 
Her effort, energy and considerable expertise 
in this area was crucial in ensuring this was 
handled faultlessly.   

Mrs S Huxted has just completed her 20th 
academic year working at the school, and 
numerous pupils, families and staff owe her 
enormous gratitude for all that she has done to 
help them.

As we always say with this award, to recognise 
the achievement of 1 does not devalue the work 
of all others. A huge number of staff have made 
a massive contribution to the school over the 
last year, but I hope you will all join with me in 
congratulating Mrs Huxted for all her efforts.

Mr E Hodges   
Headteacher

Recipients of The Governors’ Prize for Staff:

2012: Mr A Parker   
2013: Mr J H Fry    
2014: Mrs P Lovelock   
2015: Miss A Wheeler   
2016: Mr D Filmer   
2017: Mrs G Manchaud-Green  
2018: Mrs F Graham   
2019: Mrs H Dennis   
2020: Mrs N Mason   
2021: Mrs S Huxted
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During the academic year every student of Year 8 
worked towards the Character Award.

Students were issued with a ‘Character’ passport- 
listing various activities (listed below) to complete 
to work towards achieving character traits. These 
activities were targeted to develop their character 
and them as a person in wider life. The aims of 
the award are to develop ambitious excellence, 
courtesy, acceptance, respect, politeness, 
determination, self-discipline and cooperation. 

Form Tutors checked off the completed activities 
each week during form time to check progress. A 
certificate was awarded to those who completed 
a certain amount of activities. A Nano certificate 
for 5 activities, a Micro certificate for 10 activities, 
a Mega certificate for 15 activities and 20 or 
more activities was a Giga certificate. Students 
worked hard throughout the year and a fantastic 

198 students achieved a certificate of some level! 
Those who achieved the Mega or Giga level were 
put forward into a prize draw for a sports watch. 

Well done to the following boys who achieved a 
Mega or Giga certificate: Joel Chako 8Go, Liam 
Withey 8Go, Joshua Azizi 8Pi, Samuel Boughton 
8Pi, Nathan Corthorn 8Pi, Dylan Dimelow 8Pi, 
Ethan Giles 8Pi, Nico Prior 8Pi, Max Robertson 
8Pi, Oliver Selby 8Pi, Aryan Srirangan 8Pi, Oliver 
Sullivan 8Pi, Max De Bie 8Ri, Joshua Best 8Th, 
Benjamin Cahill 8To, Folabi Phillips 8To, Taran 
Tank 8To. 

A big congratulations to the winners of the sports 
watches: Joshua Azizi 8Pi, Joel Chacko 8Go, Max 
De Bie 8Ri and Nico Prior 8Pi.

Miss N Keyes   
Deputy Head of Lower School

LOWER SCHOOL

• Train or play for a school sports team
• Take on a position of responsibility
• Attend School Council
• Attend a Rights Respecting School Group 

meeting
• Get involved in a Drama production
• Cycle to school at least once
• Get an achievement certificate
• Write an article for The Williamsonian
• Write an article for the termly newsletter
• Receive 20 merits
• Avoid any detentions or punishments for 

the year
• Deliver a presentation in a lesson
• Participate in the peer mentoring scheme
• Receive a Headteacher’s Commendation
• Achieve a WAG above your target grade in 

a termly report
• Re-do a piece of work to improve it
• Achieve all “excellent” for behaviour in a 

report
• Achieve all “excellent” for attitude to 

learning in a report
• Seek help from a teacher outside of lesson 

time
• Help a member of staff without being asked
• Have 100% attendance in a term
• Assist your Form Tutor by helping lead a 

tutorial
• Learn a musical instrument in school
• Do a voluntary litter duty during one 

lunchtime
• Take a course of LAMDA lessons
• Attend an extracurricular club
• Ask a question at a pop up author visit
• Attend Founder’s Day
• Attend Prize Giving
• Participate in a House creative/non-sporting 

event
• Participate in the Junior UK Maths 

Challenge
• Clean the whiteboard for the teacher during 

a lesson changeover
• Help hand out textbooks for the teacher
• Read 4 books from MyOn
• Read a piece of text outloud in a lesson
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7 Bridge:      
Form Captain: O. Sartain   
House Representative: S. Bucknall  
School Council Representative: A. Pomianowski

7 Castle:      
Form Captain: J. Gulvin   
House Representative: R. McQuillan  
School Council Representative: A. Jimoh

7 Gordon:     
Form Captain: S. Crosby   
House Representative: S. Shaw  
School Council Representative: M. Newlyn

7 Pitt:      
Form Captain: W. Simpeh   
House Representative: T. Edwards  
School Council Representative: R. Philpott

7 River:      
Form Captain: O. Zajac   
House Representative: V. Kasumu  
School Council Representative: J. Adeolu

7 Thetford:     
Form Captain: T. Akiode   
House Representative: T. Foster  
School Council Representative: B. Ogunfemi

7 Tower:      
Form Captain: A. Blundell   
House Representative: J. Mashiri  
School Council Representative: E. Are, N. Kayode

8 Bridge:      
Form Captain: J. Topping   
House Representative: D. Ogbeta  
School Council Representative: J. Adeoye

8 Castle:      
Form Captain: A. Puli   
House Representative: Z. Bains  
School Council Representative: J. Reilly

8 Gordon:     
Form Captain: H. Beckford   
House Representative: D. Kattah  
School Council Representative: B. Gainsford

8 Pitt:      
Form Captain: S. Williams   
House Representative: O. Sullivan  
School Council Representative: L. Hedges

8 River:      
Form Captain: M. de Bie   
House Representative: S. Okoronkwo  
School Council Representative: S. Karim

8 Thetford:     
Form Captain: R. Moore   
House Representative: L. Donkor  
School Council Representative: Z. Lamb

8 Tower:      
Form Captain: M. Krzyzanowski  
House Representative: S. Singh  
School Council Representative: F. Philips

9 Bridge:      
Form Captain: S. Oke   
House Representative: J. Brewster  
School Council Representative: Z. Ahmed

9 Castle:      
Form Captain: M. Ahmed   
House Representative: M. Fankah  
School Council Representative: T. Baskaran

9 Gordon:     
Form Captain: K. Singh   
House Representative: S. Bains  

9 Pitt:      
Form Captain: F. Chappell   
House Representative: E. Straun  
School Council Representative: S. Mills

9 River:      
Form Captain: R. McNeill   
House Representative: C. Hearn  
School Council Representative: A. Simmonds-
Prowse

9 Thetford:     
Form Captain: H. Khan   
House Representative: C. Mogaji  
School Council Representative: A. Lazarov

9 Tower:      
Form Captain: A. Sholagberu   
House Representative: T. Ogandipe  
School Council Representative: S. Das
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8 River:      
Form Captain: M. de Bie   
House Representative: S. Okoronkwo  
School Council Representative: S. Karim

8 Thetford:     
Form Captain: R. Moore   
House Representative: L. Donkor  
School Council Representative: Z. Lamb

8 Tower:      
Form Captain: M. Krzyzanowski  
House Representative: S. Singh  
School Council Representative: F. Philips

9 Bridge:      
Form Captain: S. Oke   
House Representative: J. Brewster  
School Council Representative: Z. Ahmed

9 Castle:      
Form Captain: M. Ahmed   
House Representative: M. Fankah  
School Council Representative: T. Baskaran

9 Gordon:     
Form Captain: K. Singh   
House Representative: S. Bains  

9 Pitt:      
Form Captain: F. Chappell   
House Representative: E. Straun  
School Council Representative: S. Mills

9 River:      
Form Captain: R. McNeill   
House Representative: C. Hearn  
School Council Representative: A. Simmonds-
Prowse

9 Thetford:     
Form Captain: H. Khan   
House Representative: C. Mogaji  
School Council Representative: A. Lazarov

9 Tower:      
Form Captain: A. Sholagberu   
House Representative: T. Ogandipe  
School Council Representative: S. Das
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10 Bridge:     
Form Captain: T. Iloh   
House Representative: K. Hayford  
School Council Representative: R. Martins

10 Castle:     
Form Captain: I. Kourbeh   
House Representative: R. Ajuzie  
School Council Representative: H. Jordan

10 Gordon:     
Form Captain: A. Onamade   
House Representative: T. Viding  
School Council Representative: A. Chraihi

10 Pitt:      
Form Captain: N. Ajiteru   
House Representative: S. Wardle-Young  
School Council Representative: A. Daniel

10 River:      
Form Captain: K. Terry   
House Representative: S. Wooder  
School Council Representative: J. Younger-Munn

10 Thetford:     
Form Captain: O. Wilks   
House Representative: T. Carney  
School Council Representative: M. Rigden

10 Tower:     
Form Captain: A. Kanda   
House Representative: T. Lewis  
School Council Representative: G. Renwick

11 Bridge:     
Form Captain: I. Emmanuel   
House Representative: O. Rodwell  

11 Castle:     
Form Captain: B. Vladov   
House Representative: J. Stewart  
School Council Representative: V. Daniels

11 Gordon:     
Form Captain: I. Rahman   
House Representative: T. Pogson  
School Council Representative: J. Takk

11 Pitt:      
Form Captain: T. Coleman   
House Representative: O. Stace  
School Council Representative: Y. Ali

11 River:      
Form Captain: J. Jefferson   
House Representative: P. Dhadwal  
School Council Representative: J. Clarke

11 Thetford:     
Form Captain: D. Kemp   
House Representative: A. El Komy  
School Council Representative: K. McKentyre

11 Tower:     
Form Captain: T. Falowo   
House Representative: J. Emmanuel  
School Council Representative: S. Baskaran

12 Bridge:     
Form Captain: D. Ugbaja   
House Representative: A. Thoomkuzhy 
School Council Representative: O. Wood

12 Castle:     
Form Captain: D. Kelly   
House Representative: J. Knight  
School Council Representative: N. Osborne

12 Gordon:     
Form Captain: D. Ogunade   
House Representative: D. Anderson  
School Council Representative: P. Ikose

12 Pitt:      
Form Captain: L. Panther   
House Representative: P. Anderson  
School Council Representative: M. Newick

12 River:      
Form Captain: F. Rodgers   
House Representative: W. Hick  
School Council Representative: F. Humphries

12 Thetford:     
Form Captain: G. Robinson Boutin  
House Representative: D. Millar  
School Council Representative: S. Moses

12 Tower:     
Form Captain: F. Odiase   
House Representative: O. McSwiney  
School Council Representative: D. Kopij

  als 2020-21
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WHeRe aRe 
THeY nOW? 

MISS HALLS SITS DOWN WITH ALUMNUS ANDREW BENT TO FIND OUT 
ABOUT HIS TIME AT THE MATH AND HIS CAREER SINCE.

When did you  attend SJWMS?   
1989 - 1996.

What was your favourite thing about SJWMS? 
It has to be the opportunity to explore the things 
you’re good at. It’s easy to take for granted but to 
be informed that you’re good at things and then 
encouraged to explore those things and to get 
better at them is a huge privilege.

Any other favourite memories?   
Another thing it’s easy to take for granted is being 
in classes with a critical mass of kids who want to 
do well. They were just really difficult to disrupt. I 
mean, we tried... 

Where there any clubs or activities that you 
participated in?    
I went all in on rugby and cricket and even threw 
javelin for the school a couple of times. Music was 
the other big thing, everybody was in a band in 
the ‘90s and most lunchtimes we’d be found in the 
music practice rooms playing Pearl Jam covers. 

What were your favourite subjects?  
Art, Science, History, French. I remember our 
A-Level Philosophy classes as hugely stimulating 
and even sometimes touching on the curriculum.

What House were you in?    
Bridge initially but then was part of the original 
intake of River House. We organised the whole 
rugby first XV to join River so we could dominate 
the House Cup.

What are your favourite memories relating to 
your time in both Bridge and River?     
I guess your House is most important in those 
early years of scary big school. I made friends for 
life on the very first day. 

Are there any teachers you particularly 
remember?     
I remember there were some teachers who had 
been at SJWMS a long time. Bernie Argent the Art 
teacher had a passion for painting which tended 
to manifest as him taking over your painting. He’d 
start showing you what you should do, but then 
he’d just keep going until it was done. Everyone 
else loved it because most times the Art teacher is 
a better painter than you. I used to seethe as he 
completely ruined my vision.

Another one who sticks in the mind is Physics 
teacher Mr Sexton. A favourite saying of his was, 
“This isn’t common sense, this is Science!” I’ve 
thought of it often during this pandemic. 

What did you do on leaving the school?  
A Foundation course in Art and Design at KIAD’s 
Maidstone campus. You HAD to do a one year 
Foundation course if you wanted to do a BA in 
any Art subject. On the one hand it was a brilliant 
opportunity to explore all the options that an 
education in Art and Design had to offer. On the 
other it meant staying at home while all my friends 
dispersed to Universities in all corners of the 
country. It was a difficult year.
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WHeRe aRe 
THeY nOW? 

Was this your plan throughout Years 11, 12 
and 13?      
I’d wanted to be an Animator since I was 5 years 
old, so Art College was always the plan. 

What was the transition from School to 
University like?     
After the year in Maidstone I wanted to put clear 
water between me and the Medway Towns 
so did a BA in Design and Illustration in Bath, 
specialising in animation. That first year I lived in 
halls, and similar to my House at SJWMS I was 
fortunate enough to make friends for life with the 
people I met on the first day.

It’s easy to assume that College/University will 
be similar to school only you’re doing your own 
washing but it’s materially different in so many 
ways. Some people struggle with the responsibility. 
I loved it.   

What advice would you give to someone 
considering a similar path?    
Enjoy the social life, but be aware that you’ll never 
have the opportunity to explore the full extent of 
your creative potential with such a robust safety 
net ever again. Find the balance that works for 
you but if you’re not surprising yourself with the 
amount and variety of the work you’re producing 
then you’re not trying hard enough. 

If you could give yourself advice relating to 
your time in Sixth Form, knowing what you 
know now, what would they be?   
Don’t feel guilty about focusing on what you’re 
good at. Why spend time getting average at X 
when you could spend it getting brilliant at Y? 
Practice what you’re good at would be the best 
advice I could give anyone.
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UNITE in the last year!   
This academic year was one which tested UNITE’s 
limits as a club, but the spirit of the group has 
not been lost. We of course couldn’t attend our 
weekly meetings due to the COVID restrictions 
between year groups, but despite this, UNITE 
has continued to thrive this year. We have made 
use especially of the growing online resources 
that we could use remotely, such as a dedicated 
Google Classroom, and have enrolled with the 
charity Just Like Us to take part in virtual student 
mentor training, to further educate ourselves and 
soon other pupils on LGBTQIA+ rights in both the 
workplace and in day to day life.

Before COVID, when we could meet in person, 
most of our sessions were centred around topical 
discussion each week, usually with a focus 
on something that happened in the news, or 
occasionally our ‘Agony Aunt’ sessions where we 
read anonymous discussion topics or questions 
from the group, and give advice based on our 
own experiences and knowledge. It has been 
really valuable to connect with like-minded 
people, who can relate to our experiences and 
concerns. As well as discussion weeks, we also 
had presentation weeks, with members of staff 
coming to present on topics which explore the 
long history of LGBTQIA+ culture. Miss Harrison 
and Dr Bidmead presented to the groups on 
topics such as LGBTQIA+ in ancient civilisations, 
and LGBTQIA+ policies through the last few 
decades, teaching us about how the LGBTQIA+ 
community has evolved over time. Miss Harrison 

focused on LGBTQIA+ activity in the Roman 
and Greek era and the ways which LGBTQIA+ 
members of society were treated. She spoke 
about how many examples of Roman, Greek and 
even Ancient Egyptian art conveyed two men 
together or two women, and she even spoke 
about some Roman emperors that were involved 
in gay relationships! Dr Bidmead spoke about 
LGBTQIA+ representation in modern society, 
mentioning Alan Turing, Oscar Wilde and the 
legality of Gay marriage in England, Scotland 
and Wales in 2014. We are planning on further 
educational sessions in our meetings going into 
the new year, and are excited to continue learning 
about our community’s history and topical 
concerns.

Before the pandemic, we also had plans to host 
speakers from the charity Stonewall to deliver 
a talk about gay rights and how the LGBTQIA+ 
community has changed since the riots in 1969, 
and we hope that this will go ahead in the new 
year. We are excited that we might be able to 
have more speakers from more groups in the 
coming year, as we feel it is important to educate 

UNITE
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and inform both ourselves of current issues 
surrounding LGBTQIA+ rights and affairs, but 
also allies of the community, to help to create 
a supportive atmosphere all round. We also 
have hopes of making a club trip to exhibitions 
on love and identity at the British Museum, and 
LGBTQIA+ history at the Museum of London; 
fingers crossed we are safely able to soon!

Over the course of the pandemic, the club has 
had to adapt to life online during the lockdown 
and social distancing, and we have made use 
of our Google Classroom, where we have been 
sharing resources and links to interesting articles 
on current affairs, and taking part in discussions; 
students and teachers like Ms Fox, Mrs 
Mehaffey, and Miss Miller have been contributing 
discussion points such as parliamentary debates 
on conversion therapy and trans-exclusionary 
bathroom laws, LGBTQIA+ rights in countries 
like Poland, and articles about what’s new in the 
community. We have also had a couple of virtual 
meet ups, using Google Meet, and it has been 
a great way to keep connected with each other, 
even when we were physically apart. 

Recently, from 21st June to 28th June, the 
members of UNITE have been presented with a 
wide range of useful resources from the charity 
Just Like Us. To celebrate School’s Diversity 
Week, Just Like Us has created masterclasses 
about a range of queer topics, such as clothing 
and gender, and LGBTQIA+ in faith, streamed 
online, and we have enjoyed taking part in some 

insightful content about the community.

Overall, we have missed our in-person activities 
as a group, and are ready for life to return to a 
new normal where we can go back to our regular 
meetings. UNITE has been a community of 
support and learning, and we can’t wait to see 
each other again.

Cullen Wood 10Pitt
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What is the RMSA and what do we do?
The RMSA is a member of ParentKind and registered with the Charity Commission. 
We are your school’s PTFA and are predominantly a group of parent volunteers who 
work tirelessly to raise funds to benefit the school’s students. The RMSA is run by 
a committee who are all volunteers. As well as parents and grandparents, there is 
representation from the Head Teacher, teachers and pupils (via the 6th form reps) 
as well as the Old Williamsonians and we also welcome anyone who has a positive 
interest in helping to further our cause. The main function of our PTFA is to support 
the school by raising as much money as we can to enhance, enrich and improve 

learning experiences for the students. We also provide those ‘little extras’ that make school memorable. The 
2020-21 academic year has been very challenging, due to COVID-19 restrictions, although we have been 
able to hold some online activities and we have had some requests for funding which we have been pleased 
to provide. As an example of what we can achieve in a normal year, during the 2019-20 academic year we 
funded £8,112.44 worth of equipment listed below:
 

We strive to raise as much money as we can and aim to raise more each year than the last. We also exist to 
bring the communities of school and home closer together because it makes sense for parents to be involved 
in the life of their chosen school. If you would like to become involved with the RMSA please contact Jane 
Marsh (Chair) at jane.marsh@blueyonder.co.uk
How we keep you up to date with our activities:
Facebook - We post notices about all upcoming meetings on our Facebook page as well as things like 
reminders about events and requests for volunteers. @RochesterMathSchoolAssociation
Email - The school will send out, on our behalf, emails about our events and other information.
Noticeboard - The RMSA noticeboard in the main school hall.

ROCHESTER MATHEMATICAL

• Science meltingpots: £448.08
• School defibralator: £505.00
• Economics books: £171.64
• 6th Form water fountain: £510.00
• Professional trimers for art (x2): £205.98
• Geography Atlases & DVD player: £543.31
• DT Cordless drill & battery: £143.33
• Tower bibs: £59.98
• Biology, TLC equipment: £96.49
• Biology, respirometer (x8): £264.50
• Hockey goalkeepers kit (x2): £766.40
• Life skills wellbeing room equipment: £207.94
• Tower Junior Colour badges: £112.45
• Refurbishment of benches: £130.00
• Chemistry steam bath (x2): £754.84
• Media studies creative writing resource: £45.00
• Prefect Walkie Talkies: £221.00
• School bag racks: £1,675.00
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SCHOOL ASSOCIATIOn
How you can help us!

The Big PTA Summer Raffle.      
Tickets cost £3 each and you will be entered into 12 draws, each with a chance 
to win £5,000. This is a national raffle run by Parentkind and tickets are limited 
so, if you can, please do support us. To buy raffle tickets, click this link: https://
www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/pta-admin/1519e10c-1809-41bb-9582-6f45e3fe16bf. 
The RMSA will receive 50% of all ticket sales.

Your School Lottery       
(https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/sir-joseph-williamson-mathematical-school) Tickets cost 
£1 per week (via monthly direct debit or by credit or debit card) and you are entered into the weekly national 
draw to win the jackpot of £25,000. The RMSA receives 40% of all ticket sales. In addition, each week there 
is a guaranteed prize for one lucky SJWMS ticket-holder. The SJWMS prize varies depending on how many 
tickets are sold; it currently stands at around £65. The more tickets we can sell, the higher our SJWMS prize 
will be (and we have seen a few people win more than once!).

The Giving Machine         
(https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/). If you do your online shopping via this web-site, the RMSA receives 
free donations from the retailer. It doesn’t cost you an extra penny but is invaluable to us. It only takes a few 
minutes to sign up and most of the large retailers as well as many smaller or niche retailers are on there. 
Donations vary depending on the retailer.

Amazon Smile        
(https://smile.amazon.co.uk/). If you sign up and do your Amazon shopping 
through this web-site (it is exactly the same as the main Amazon website, you just 
access via smile.amazon.co.uk), we receive a 0.5% donation of your purchase 
and it doesn’t cost you an extra penny. To sign up to Amazon Smile, go to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/297726-0 and ensure that Rochester Mathematical 
School Association is select-ed as your beneficiary, and then log on to smile.
amazon.co.uk with your usual Amazon credentials.

Unwanted items!         
Donate any unwanted revision books (GCSE or A level) as we can sell these on to the next cohorts. In 
addition, you can donate any unwanted items of uniform and PE kit. We can sell these on as second-hand 
uniform.

Jane Marsh         
Chair of the RMSA

Registered Charity No: 297726
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Full Time

Staff vs Former Students. Charity Match.
12:00pm, Saturday 3rd July 2021.

Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School.

STAFF

FORMER STUDENTS

3

10

(L-R) Mr A Yesilmen, E. Parkinson, J. Simmonds, L. Archer, Mr K. Kitsell, G. Hammett, T. Linney-
Drouet, H. Grimes, Mr R Turley, Mr C Nicholson, Mr C Loizou, Mr P Williams, Mr L Fowle

At first glance the score line would indicate a truly 
dominant performance from the former student 
side, but that was not the case for the entirety 
of the match. Despite taking an early lead within 
the first few minutes, the staff side were a man 
down for the whole of the first half. This allowed 
the (dare I say) much younger former student 
side to capitalise on this advantage. They quickly 
equalised and dominated possession. The high 
press allowed the former student side to wear 
down the staff and score a further four goals 
before the half time whistle blew.

A quick drinks break was needed as the weather 
turned from fairly mild to very hot in a matter 
of minutes. During half time the staff side said 
goodbye to Mr L Fowle, who put in a stellar 
performance for them. As it was now seven vs. 
five, I made a loan spell back to the staff side 
for the second half, having left the Math back in 

February. The staff side managed to keep things 
as they were for quite some time, but as fitness 
levels began to drop, the former students quickly 
racked up the goals. Our only option was to 
counter attack, but sadly luck just wasn’t on our 
side as we hit the woodwork too many times to 
count. A late surge from the staff was sadly too 
little too late, as the full-time whistle blew at 10-3 
in favour of the former students.

On what could have been a lovely Founder’s Day 
afternoon, it was such a pleasure to get together 
some of my friends from when I was at school not 
too long ago and have a kick about with some old 
teachers. Each player donated £5 to a charity of 
their choice, and considering the circumstances 
we find ourselves in at the moment, it was nice 
to be able to do something to make a difference.

Mr K Kitsell 
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The start of Term 1 saw the beginning of a new chapter 
for the Middle School. The office was relocated across 
the science block quad and into its new and improved 
area including office space, an academic support 
room, a meeting room and student welfare rooms. 
I stepped into the role as Head of Middle School, 
joined by fellow PE teacher, Mr Pepper who started 
his new role as Head of Year 10 and will be Head 
of Year 11 in September 2021. Towards the end of 
Term 5, Mr Townsend joined the Middle School team 
as Head of Year 11 and will be taking on the Head 
of Year 10 in September. Mr Yesilmen also joined as 
Pastoral Support at the beginning of Term 6 to work 
alongside Mrs Ross and Mr Baldwin. We would like to 
say thank you to Mr Heather who was a servant for 31 
years at The Math School and the previous Head of 
Middle School. We would also like to thank Mr Ward 
who was the previous Deputy Head of Middle School 
and Head of Year 11. Together they worked to set the 
highest standards not only for pupils but staff as well, 

keeping the traditional values of the school intact. 

It was confirmed in January that GCSE exams were 
not going ahead and would be replaced with school 
based assessments in which teachers would provide 
a centre assessed grade for students. Unlike the 
previous year, there was no algorithm used to provide 
a grade but the conjunction of a range of evidence 
such as mock exams, coursework, essays and in-
class tests. Students will receive their GCSE grades 
on 12th August, earlier than usual to allow pupils to 
have time to appeal. 

Mr D Coate 
Head of Middle School

MiddLE SCHOOL

cambridge chemistry 
challenge!

Marvellous news from the Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge - A vintage year! A huge congratulations 
must go to everyone for taking part.  The feedback 
from Cambridge is that the 7,270 students who took 
part nationally did in fact find the paper somewhat 
harder than usual. This has therefore made the mark 
distribution look much more like a normal year. I am 
very pleased to announce that this year the following 
awards have been made:

A highly prestigious Roentgenium award, one of the 
top 54 students who took the challenge nationally! 
(and hero worship) goes to: Leo Fisher 12Ca.

Gold Awards, among the next 671 students nationally 
(and automatic A* UCAS) are given to: Jack Howden 
12Pi, Dan Sanmuganathan 12Ca.

Silver Awards, for the next 1394 students (and 

automatic minimum A UCAS) are awarded thus: 
Pavanraj Dosanjh 12Ca, Benedict Gbajumo 12Br, 
Gyanesh Kumar 12Th, Abdullah Mahmood 12Pi, 
Nabaz Mutabchi 12Go.

Copper awards, for about 1/3 of the students who 
took the challenge (and automatic minimum B UCAS) 
are won by: Lucy Browne 12Ca, Rakim Ahmed 12To, 
Luke Barnes 12Ca, Amisha Baughan 12Ca, Felix 
Croft 12Ri, Gurnoor Mann 12Br, Daanish Masoud 
12Pi, Daanyal Masoud 12Ca, Ali Sheikh 12Go, Lily-
May Silk 12Ri.

Mr M Barley 
Head of Chemistry
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Three times a year at Christmas, Easter and 
in the Summer, subject awards are given out 
to Sixth Form students. Each department puts 
forward two pupils, one from Year 12 and one 
from Year 13 to receive this award. The criteria 
for which these are handed out vary from subject 
to subject. In some cases, it may be the student 
with the most outstanding work, or the student 
who has made the greatest improvements to their 
academic learning over the course of the term. 
For the academic year of 2020-21, the recipients 
are as follows:

Fine Art:      
Christmas: C. Pike 12Ca & J. Delyfer 13Ri 
Easter: H. Ditch 12Br, A. Yesilmen 13Ca, A. 
Grosu 13Br   
Summer: K. Olumakin 12Ca

Biology:      
Christmas: N. Mutabchi 12Go, E. Williams 13Ri 
Easter: M. Newick 12Pi, A. Ellerington 13Th 
Summer: R. Kaler 12Th

Chemistry:      
Christmas: D. Sanmuganthan 12Ca & L. 
Mckenzie 13Ri    
Easter: J. Howden 12Pi, T. Muthaliph 13Ca 
Summer: L. Fisher 12Ca

Classical Civilisation:    
Christmas: T. Nair 12Pi, L. Haines 13Th 
Summer: J. Howden 12Pi

Computer Science:    
Christmas: J. Wells 12Ri, E. Lindesay 13To 
Easter: J. Manuel 12Th, A. Bilkhoo 13Pi 
Summer: J. Wells 12Ri

Design & Technology:    
Christmas: R. Bennett 12Br, T. Harris 13Go 
Easter: B. Bunker 12Go, D. Marjara 13Br 
Summer: B. Bunker 12Go

Economics:     
Christmas: J. Malhi 12Go, A. Gupta 13To 
Easter: F. Rodgers 12Ri, T. Motsi 13Ca 
Summer: F. Rodgers 12Ri

English Literature:   
Christmas: A. Thoomkuzhy 12Br,  J. Saunders 
13Th                                                                      
Easter: C. Pike 12Ca, J. Hofford 13Th 
Summer: D. Mallen 12Ri

French:     
Christmas: J. Hoyte 12Go, R. Boorman 13Br 
Easter: O. Rashkov 12To, E. Owen 13Go 
Summer: J. Hoyte 12Go

Geography:     
Christmas: J. Holmes 12Ca, S. Bains 13Th 
Easter: L. Layson 12Ca, L. Parker 13Ri 
Summer: J. Holmes 12Ca

Government & Politics:    
Christmas: F. Humphries 12Ri, A. Olayinka 
13Go     
Easter: M. Pullinger 12Ri, K. Akhtar 13Pi 
Summer: J. Singh 12Br

History:     
Christmas: T. O’Connell 12Ri, J. Reynolds 13Th 
Easter: G. Robinson Boutin 12Th, J. Saunders 
13Th    
Summer: T. O’Connell 12Ri

Mathematics:     
Christmas: R. Vashisht 12Go, M. Hernandez 
13Ri     
Easter: D. Millar 12Th, N. Anang 13Ca 
Summer: D. Sanmuganthan 12Ca

Further Mathematics:    
Christmas: J. Malhi 12Go, D. Hoxhaj 13Go 
Easter: I. Melamud 12Ca, E. Lindesay 13To 
Summer: T. Parry 12Pi

SiXTH FORM
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Music:     
Christmas: A. Beniston 12Pi, S. Roarty 13To 
Easter: L. Fisher 12Ca, A. Milford 13To 
Summer: M. McGrath 12Ri

Photography:     
Christmas: O. Flinn 12Ca, G. Willshire 13Ri 
Easter: G. Weekes 12Ri, E. Sharp 13Th 
Summer: J. Bale 12Ri, R. Stanislaus 12Br

Physical Education:    
Christmas: D. Williams 12Ri, M. Mehta 13Br 
Easter: F. Humphries 12Ri, S. Barness 13Pi 
Summer: L. Browne 12Ca

Physics:     
Christmas: A. Beniston 12Pi, H. Roper 13Th 
Easter: J. Manuel 12Th, A. Bilkhoo 13Pi 
Summer: A. Beniston 12Pi

Psychology:     
Christmas: J. Lintorn 12Th, L. Parker 13Ri 
Easter: M. Newick 12Pi, A. Jahani 13Th 
Summer: E. Coughlan 12Pi

Spanish:     
Christmas: J. Wells 12Ri, E. Owen 13Go 
Easter: R. Stanislaus 12Br, G. Agbenla 13Go 
Summer: J. Lord 12To

Mr K J Bailey    
Assistant Headteacher   
Head of Sixth Form
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OW CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT 2020-21

About 50 years ago, I bought an LP (there’s a 
word you don’t hear much nowadays) by the Jeff 
Beck Group I think called “Beck-ola” and featuring 
Rod Stewart on vocals.  I mention this because I 
was intrigued by the sleeve notes in which was a 
comment along the lines of “in rock music these 
days it is difficult to be original, so we haven’t.”  
When I was asked, at very short notice I should 
say, to pen a line or two for this august publication 
it occurred to me to just use the 2019 Chairman’s 
report but then I thought somebody might notice, 
so I didn’t, even though I’ve been peddling the 
same jokes at the OW Annual Dinner for years 
and nobody has complained!

In view of all the misery we have all had to endure 
since March 2020, I wanted to make this piece 
as positive and upbeat as possible and although 
I will attempt to do that eventually, I must start on 
a sad note.
You will see from the obituary section that times 

have been hard for the OW community.  However, 
if you read those obituaries you will see what 
astonishingly fulfilling lives they have enjoyed 
and we must never forget that they were all at 
our wonderful School during their most formative 
years. But, there is one OW who has passed on 
and who cannot be allowed to go without further 
comment – Albert Johnson.

I had the pleasure and privilege to know Albert 
for nearly 40 years, the blink of an eye compared 
to some of you, I know.  I played cricket with 
Albert and served the Club on the Committee 
with him for many years.  When Don Walsh died 
some years ago, I had the honour of writing and 
delivering Don’s eulogy in which I stated that he 
had been ”Mr. Old Williamsonian”, a mantle which 
then passed to Albert; now that Albert has gone, 
who will assume it?  Albert, a real gentleman the 
like of whom we may never see again; Albert, you 
will be sorely missed by all who knew you.

Moving on, you will see from the reports of the 
various sporting sections that we have been 
impacted most severely by COVID-19.  However, 
there may be some green shoots on the “return to 
normality tree”!

Provided our friend Boris does not pull any more 
rabbits from his seemingly bottomless hat, the 
OW Annual Dinner will go ahead on Saturday 
23rd October at the St. George Hotel, Chatham 
who have been looking after us splendidly for the 
last few years.  Full details, including how to book, 
are on the Club website.  One detail which is not 
on there is the fact that for any former pupil who 
left the School since Summer 2018, the ticket 
price of £30 is reduced to £15.

Not surprisingly, as both Chairman and the one 
who has organised the event for about the last 20 
years I am biased, but it really is a good evening 
where we have pruned formality to an absolute 
minimum so that you may maximise the time 
you spend socialising with fellow OWs and their 
guests. It is the only social function in our calendar 
which is truly open to all OWs and their guests 
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and I urge you to come along and make it the best 
attended Dinner ever.  There are conflicting views 
on whether the event will be well attended; some 
say caution will prevent a good crowd, others say 
that people will be delighted to be able to enjoy 
themselves after the many months of restrictions.  
I very much hope it is the latter and, obviously, we 
will comply rigorously with any regulations which 
may apply at that time.

Although general activity has greatly decreased, 
the Club would not function without the Committee 
who are truly the engine room of the Club.  Some 
may say that in view of the average age of the 
Committee, it is a Model T Ford engine although it 
must be said that the Vice-Chairman, Jeff Doust, 
is a relative whippersnapper.

I know one should never single out one person 
within any group to praise them specifically, but 
exceptional performance merits the exception in 
this case.  We almost take for granted the fine 
work done year in, year out by our esteemed 
Treasurer, Geoffrey Lee, and the stalwart efforts 
of Chris Halls, Dave Routledge, Steve Goddard 
and James Barney to mention but a few.  But, and 
to continue the engine analogy, the dynamo in 
our engine room is the youngest member of the 
Committee by many years, Kieran Kitsell.  Not 
only does Kieran volunteer for virtually everything, 
unlike members of committees of many bodies, 
he actually does whatever he has said he would 
do.  He has even taken on the role as editor of this 
Williamsonian magazine.

So, to end on a high note as promised, I am 
very comforted that the long-term future of our 
magnificent Club will be in safe hands. 

STOP PRESS!
 
The much loved Old Williamsonian Veterans’ 
Lunch has been organised for Wednesday 6th 
April 2022, in the Clubhouse, 12:15 for 1:00.
Details will soon appear on the Club website.   

Ian McLeod (1964 – 70) 

OW RUGBY CLUB 
SEASON REPORT  
2020-21 

The 2020-21 season finished abruptly due to 
COVID with the Old Boys being relegated from 
LSE 3 after 3 seasons.

The club trained whenever possible throughout 
different stages of COVID lockdown and tiering 
providing a great social space for individuals to 
stay connected.

We look forward to the return of rugby hopefully 
in September 2021. If you are looking to get back 
into rugby please email: 
Oldwillsrugby@gmail.com

Dan Routledge

OW HOCKEY CLUB 
SEASON REPORT  
2020-21 

As with most grass roots sports, the 20-21 hockey 
season was declared null and void after just 
6 games were managed to be played, prior to 
Lockdown 3. Accordingly, not much to report on 
that. However, Hockey has continued from 29th 
March 2021 to date, with some inter-club games 
and training, junior hockey training and summer 
leagues. At the time of writing, we hope that the 
2021-22 season will start and finish as normal.

For the 2021-22 season we have added to our 
numbers, with a new men’s 7th team and a new 
ladies’ 3rd team. This has been made possible 
by our junior numbers now coming through the 
club and reaching the age of 13, where they can 
start playing adult hockey. The Hockey section 
continues to go from strength to strength, which 
is a testament to all the hard work put in by its 
members and the fantastic facility we have at the 
school. We remain a club that enjoys both playing 
and socialising together, with an offering for all 
abilities. We remain a club who will keep the cost 
of playing sport as low as possible and a club that 

79



80

uniquely provides free Hockey to anyone under 
16. 

Information on how to join!

You are welcome to turn up to our Sunday junior 
hockey, bring friends and siblings too. Junior 
Hockey training - Sunday mornings, 10am-
1130am, from 4th September 2021 onwards.

Age Groups are U8’s, U10’s, U12’s and U14’s/
U16’s. In addition, games and tournaments 
organised with other local clubs throughout the 
season. We aim to operate U8’s and U10’s mixed, 
with U12 age groups and above, split between 
boys and girls. 
 
All Hockey is free for under 16’s (Year 11 and 
below) at OWHC. 

Equipment provided and sticks available to 
borrow. 

All youth team coaches are DBS checked and 
have completed England Hockey Safe Guarding 
courses. Close links with SJWMS · Pathway to 
Adult Hockey (7 men’s and 3 ladies’ teams)   
If you are interested, please contact: 

Neil Thompson -    
(07957734683/neilthompson8@gmail.com)  
Jeff Doust -    
(07500257418/jeffdoust@hotmail.co.uk)  
Club Mail -   
oldwilliamsonians@hotmail.com

We are always looking for players in our adult 
sides. We play every Saturday from September 
through to Easter, running 7 men’s and 3 ladies’ 
sides. Training takes place Tuesday, Wednesday 
evenings throughout this time.

Jeff Doust

OW CRICKET CLUB 
SEASON REPORT 
2020-21

Once again, the spectre of COVID-19 has 
somewhat limited the activities of the Cricket 
Club. That said games have been played in the 
2021 with mixed results.

Our first match played in freezing conditions made 
worse by a late drop out. Playing Sherwood, we 
scored 176 mainly off the back of a fine 89 from 
David Child. In reply, Sherwood needed 4 runs off 
the final ball but Jon Child had other ideas and 
cleaned the batsman.

The game at Borstal was another fine match. 
Borstal scored 159 but in reply, and despite having 
a decent batting line -up, no one could keep David 
Child (73) company and we ended up 15 short.

The game at Newington was another competitive 
game with Newington fielding a younger team 
than last year. Early on they bowled well and we 
quickly lost 2 wickets. The recovery was led by 
David Child (96 – him again!) and Luke Butcher 
(58no) in posting 182 for 3. Newington’s reply 
stopped in its tracks as Andy Routledge took three 
quick wickets but Newington debutant, Carl Harris, 
batted beautifully and kept them in the game. It 
wasn’t until Chairman, Peter Meyers, bowled 
an excellent, knee-high, leg stump full toss that 
Harris (63) perished caught on the distant leg-side 
boundary by Simmo that their game was up. Pete 
ended up with a stinking 3-17 off 8 overs. There’s 
nothing like a good old’un!

The most recent game, played in blazing heat, 
was against Medway Peelers, a team made 
up of policeman (mostly). Another late drop out 
meant we fielded with 10 and suffered a superb 
by their no 3 bat before he sportingly retired. In a 
shortened game, the Peelers scored 213. In reply, 
Dicky Dalton got us off to a decent start but the 
Peelers fielded bowled well as we were all out 
having just got past halfway in reply.

OLD WILLIAMSONIANSOLD WILLIAMSONIANS



OLD WILLIAMSONIANS

81

These matches have been played in great spirit 
against Clubs that we know well. I would suggest 
a bit like Sunday cricket used to be. Sure, we want 
to win, but it is the social aspect that is the best 
memory.

We intend to increase the number of fixtures 
in 2022 and would like to hear from you, 
including current students, if you are interested. 
Contact Chris Halls on 07758 558656 or 
chris.halls@btopenworld.com. Our website is 
oldwilliamsonians.play-cricket.com and can be 
reached from the School’s site.

Chris Halls
Mr Cricket @ OWCC

IN MEMORIAM

John Lance 
– 8th Dec 2020

An obituary by Dennis Hills

Sadly, we said farewell to John Lance on 8th 
December 2020, aged 86. Our deepest sympathy 
to his wife Jill, daughter Karen and son Kevin from 
the OW Club. Knowing him since 1946, he will 
always be my sportsman of the year. It’s worth 
reflecting for a moment on his sporting prowess:

Cricket: Attacking batsmen and wicketkeeper 
finally playing for Gore Court

Football: Kent League standard with Herne Bay

Tennis: Local Medway League with St John’s 
Chatham, also took part in Junior Wimbledon; if 
only he had had a heavier service?

Squash: Sussex League with his own club

Hockey: MSR 1st XI goalkeeper

Table Tennis: Local league

So you can see he was a proper all-rounder.

His career started after “A” levels with 3 years in 
the RAF - stationed with Stuart Leary (ex-KCCC, 
and Charlton Athletic Player) out-scoring SL, or so 
he told me!

After ‘demob’, he joined Heinz 57 (Strood) in the 
marketing department, followed by East Kent 
Packers (Faversham) as Transport Manager. 
Then on to purchase a rundown squash club, 
between Battle and St Leonards on Sea which by 
much hard work and with maximum support from 
Jill and Kevin became a thriving business.

After 15 years the club was sold and John and 
Jill moved to Crowborough to retire and finally to 
Bristol in close location to Karen and family, his 
final resting place.

Even the crossword department of the Daily 
Telegraph will miss John; he usually completed 
the difficult one in 30 minutes and on odd 
occasions told the Telegraph how “yesterday’s” 
was too easy.

He never ran me out, but singles to the 
wicketkeeper being his favourite, were often too 
close for comfort.

So farewell John from one of your best mates.

Den.

Alan Gatward
 – Jan 2021

Alan lost his wife Diane suddenly in January 2017, 
not long after he was diagnosed with skin cancer, 
thankfully after radiotherapy he got the all clear. At 
the end of January 2020, he was found very ill at 
home and he was admitted to Margate hospital, 
were he spent the next 9 weeks battling sepsis, 
septicaemia, pneumonia. He came home on 24th 
March 2020 but after that suffered further ills and 
was in and out of hospital until December where 
after he moved to a nursing home in the country. 
Unfortunately, he became bedbound and never 
regained the strength to walk again. Although 
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extremely frail, he still managed to smile and have 
a laugh and he was telling the ladies stories of his 
childhood and hockey. At the end of January 2021 
his health got worse and he finally passed away 
Thankfully he’d remained Covid free and was only  
just over a month off his 92nd birthday.

Thomas Henry Waller
15th Oct 1932 – 13th Jan  2021

It is with sadness that I inform you that my father, 
Thomas (Tom) Waller, died on 13 January 2021 at 
the age of 88. 

Tom was born in Montreal, Canada, and from two 
years of age, he was raised in the village of Hoo 
in the Medway Towns.  He attended Sir Joseph 
Williamson’s Mathematical School in Rochester 
from about 1943 to 1948/49.  He was proud of 
his time at the Math and was a lifelong member 
of the Old Williamsonian Club, regularly attending 
the annual dinners with his close friends whom he 
first met during his school years. 

Tom was conscripted into the RAF in 1950 and 
completed two years’ service.  In 1951, during 
home leave, he met his future wife, Pam, and 
they married in 1955.  After living in Chatham for a 
few years, they moved to the village of Hoo near 
Rochester, where they raised their family of three 
children, Richard, David and Jacqueline.  Tom’s 
life revolved around his family and he and Pam 
remained in Hoo until 1988, when they moved to 
Romney Marsh, Kent, where Pam still lives today.  

Tom’s main working life started in the early 1960’s 
as an apprentice fitter at Blaw Knox in Rochester, 
which made road pavers.  He rose steadily 
through the ranks, becoming Personnel Manager, 
Works Manager and Manufacturing Director.  He 
was a fair-minded and considerate manager and 
prided himself on his personal ethos of never 
asking anyone to do a job that he was not willing 
to do himself.  He was made redundant with the 
rest of the workforce when the factory closed in 
1997. 

In retirement, he and Pam took up outdoor bowling 
playing in local leagues, until ill health forced him 
to stop.  He also spent many hours tending his 
50ft long greenhouse, which he built himself, 
where he grew a variety of vegetables and tomato 
plants, which he would often give freely to the 
local community. 

I and the other members of Tom’s family hope 
that there are some Old Williamsonians who 
remember him with fondness and who were 
perhaps even at the Math when he was there.  

David Waller

Albert Ernest Johnson
28th Jan 1932 – 24th  Jan  2021

As many of you will be aware our dear friend Albert 
Johnson passed away on Sunday 24th January 
2021. He would have been 89 on 28th January.  
Albert had many strings to his bow and was OWC 
Chairman in 1970 and subsequently served as 
Hon. Secretary for many years. He also umpired 
umpteen OW hockey matches and members 
loved seeing him taking his turn serving behind 
the bar in the Clubhouse on Saturday afternoons.

Below is a tribute paid to Albert by a former 
Chairman of the Old Williamsonian Club and a 
great friend of Albert for many years. We think it 
beautifully sums up what most of us in the OW 
Club feel.

“I have happy memories of our Albert, a true loyal 
and proud member of the OW family. I had happy 
chats with him over the past, both OW related and 
non-OW.

He would do anything for the Club and cared 
passionately about its older members. He was 
so pleased to host the Veterans’ Lunch on many 
occasions and was insistent that we should hear 
news of these important members.

It is fantastic that the Club’s “Outstanding 
Achievement Award” is a trophy bearing his name!

OLD WILLIAMSONIANS
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On a personal level he was a lovely friend who 
occasionally sought advice.

He loved to show his pride in his family and 
wanted them ALL to know that!

I shall miss visits to Eccles and cherished piles of 
memorabilia!

He was also a man of standards!”

Ian McLeod

Mick Evans
 – 11th Feb  2021

I have been informed by his wife Maureen that 
Mick passed away on the 11th February. Mick 
was a goal keeper for the Hockey Club for many 
years in the 60s and 70s. He was also a year 
ahead of me at School and Bristol University and 
was aged 80. He also played the trombone to a 
high standard. He lived very near the School in 
Maidstone Road and had been suffering from 
dementia for some years. 

Geoff Lee

David Loader
 – 14th Jun  2021

David passed away on 14th June 2021 after 
struggling with Parkinson’s for seven years. 
He wasn’t an overly active OW but was always 
interested in following the School and his fellow 
alumni.

David played cricket initially for Frindsbury CC and 
then for Merstham CC in 50 consecutive seasons 
from 1965 to 2014 and continued to umpire once 
he could no longer turn his arm over.

David bowled leg breaks and took over 100 
wickets in a season on several occasions for 
Merstham, having moved from Kent in 1965.

He held the majority of committee positions during 

this time, and also coached juniors. He enjoyed 
the Merstham tours to Devon, managing one of 
the North Devon tours in the 1970s and had fond 
memories of those, and all his times at Merstham.

David made many long-lasting and special 
friendships during his long time at the club.



BACKGROUND
Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School enjoys superb facilities that are significantly beyond 
what would normally be possible through state funding alone. The original bequest from Sir 
Joseph Williamson is still carefully managed by the School’s Trustees which has allowed them to 
support a wide range of developments in recent years.
WHAT IS THE 1701 SOCIETY?
The 1701 Society is a group of individuals who have an affinity with Sir Joseph Williamson’s 
Mathematical School and are prepared to support it with a regular financial donation.
WHO CAN JOIN?
Anyone who holds the school in sufficient regard to make a regular donation in order to support 
the current pupils and the school’s ongoing development. Clearly not all those connected with 
the school will want to make a contribution, but for those that do we are suggesting 3 levels of 
donation:
Gold Level - £20 per month
Silver Level - £10 per month
Bronze Level - £5 per month
However, donors are also free to select their own amount.
In return for their donation donors will receive membership of the 1701 Society and to indicate 
this they will receive a specially commissioned tie and an invitation to a range of school events 
and tours.
More details can be found on the school website 

www.sjwms.org.uk
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Editorial. The very first thing you would have 
noticed when you picked up this magazine 
was the front cover. Patrick’s submission 

was unique and very different in a great way. When I 
asked Patrick what inspired him to make this he said 
it was based upon the Barack Obama “Hope” poster. 
This iconic piece of artwork which came to represent 
his 2008 Presidential campaign may have nothing 
to do with SJWMS, but the message of hope very 
much does. Hope has become the one trait we have 
all yearned for over the past year. In times of great 
personal hardship and tragedy, hope is the one thing 
that has gotten us to the other side. I could not think 
of a more perfect message to be on our front cover for 
the year when we have all struggled most. 

When the opportunity arose for me to become 
the editor of The Williamsonian it was simply an 
opportunity I could not pass on. Documenting the 
stories and moments from this year are essential to 
the continuation of the school’s history. I hope that the 
large variety of articles and school updates provided 
an enjoyable read. 

This magazine would not have been possible if it 
weren’t for the huge number of individuals who

helped to contribute. First and foremost, I would like to 
thank my Deputy Editors; Miss Katie Bridge and Miles 
Archer. I first met Katie when we started Sixth Form 
here in 2016, and since then have become close 
friends. When I asked if she was willing to assist in 
the graphics design aspect of this magazine and help 
me out with all of the technicalities, she was more 
than happy to help. Despite having no formal ties to 
the school today, I am grateful for her getting onboard 
and sharing all of her expertise. Miles played a huge 
role in getting students organised and helping me in 
coming up with many of the ideas and articles which 
have featured in this magazine. Without his input, 
there would have been no magazine to put together! 
And finally, a huge thank you to the Subject Prefects 
and House Officials whose contributions form a large 
part of this year’s magazine.

To conclude, I hope you all have a restful summer 
and enjoy taking a break from what has been a 
crazy year for us all. Following our near perfect Euro 
2020 campaign, let’s hope students can return in 
September following some triumph at the Olympics in 
Tokyo, well one can hope...

Mr K Kitsell 


